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On  board  the  Hillsborough, 
Dr.  Van  Der  Kemp  and  his  asso- 
ciates found   ample   scope  for 
their   benevolent   exertions.  A 
set   of  depraved    beings  more 
vicious,  and  more  determined  on 
mischief,    perhaps,   was  never 
found.    Before  they  left  the  har- 
bour, their  turbulent  spirit  was 
so  manifest,  that   the   lives  of 
some  naval  officers  were  in  the 
most   imminent   danger.  The 
Doctor  was  advised  not  to  haz- 
ard  himself  among  them;  but 
notwithstanding    the  confusion 
and  desperation  that  prevailed, 
he  visited  them  ;  sat  down  among 
them  ;    conversed    freely  with 
them,    and     endeavoured,  by 
every  lenient  art„  to  soothe  their 
agitated    minds,    and  reconcile 
them  10  their  fate.    His  endeav- 
ours were  not  fruitless;  he  pro- 
cured for  them  a  mitigation  of 
those     severities    which  their 
mutinous    spirit    had  rendered 
necessary :    they    became  less 
refractory,    and    listened  with 
respect  to  his  admonitions.  A 
few  of  them  appeared  to  be  es- 
sentially  improved,  and  there 
was  reason  to  hope  that  some 
became   sincere  penitents,  and 
true  converts. 
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But  dangers  of  a  new  kind 
presented  themselves  : — death 
began  to  make  dreadful  havoc 
among  the  crowded  convicts. 
The  darkness,  the  heat,  the  pu- 
trid effluvia,  with  the  groans  of 
the  sick  and  doling,  rendered  the 
hospital  a  scene  of  inexpressible 
wretchedness:  but  this  intrepid 
man  of  God,  and  his  pious  com- 
panions, remitted  none  of  their 
friendly  offices;  but  exposed  to 
all  the  danger  of  hanging  over 
the  beds  of  the  dying,  continued 
to  instruct  and  console  these 
miserable  creatures,  with  a  view- 
to  pluck  them,  if  possible,  as 
brands  from  the  fire.  These 
benevolent  men  were,  however,, 
wonderfully  perserved  from  in- 
fection ;  and  thus  not  only  was 
a  noble  example  of  Christian 
fortitude  presented  to  the  world, 
but  a  strong  encouragement  also 
afforded  to  others  who  in  the  dis- 
charge of  arduous  duties  may  be 
exposed  to  similar  trials. 

Yet  the  Missionaries  had  to 
f  ce  the  king  of  terrors  in  an- 
other form.  Soon  after  they 
entered  upon  the  wide  Atlantic, 
they  encountered  a  severe  storm, 
which,  with  some  intervals,  con- 
tinued for  three  successive  days. 
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The  ship  admitted  much  water, 
which  continually  gained  upon 
them,  notwithstanding  the  labour 
of  the  pumps,  and  they  were 
thought  to  have  sprung  a  con- 
siderable leak.  The  danger  be- 
came imminent,  and  naturally 
led  the  Missionaries  to  their 
knees,  pleading  in  humble  faith 
the  fuiiilment  of  that  great  prom- 
ise, Gall  upon  me  in  the  day 
of  trouble,  and  1  will  deliver 
thee,"  Nor  were  they  concern- 
ed for  themselves  alone,  they 
cried  earnestly  to  God  for  their 
brethren  in  the  DutT.  The 
simplicity  of  the  Doctor's  prayer 
for  them  was  recollected  by 
one  of  the  brethren: — "Lord, 
thou  hast  given  them  a  little 
ship,  and  they  are  with  us  in 
a  great  storm ;  we  pray  that 
thou  wouldest  give  them  great 
faith."  Remembering  that  Mr. 
Kicherer  had  once  said  to  him, 
previously  to  their  embarking 
at  Portsmouth,  that  he  was  per- 
fectly willing  to  sail,  whatever 
might  be  the  result,  the  Doctor 
asked  him,  how  he  felt  himself 
affected;  when  he  firmly  repli- 
ed—''The  ship  may  sink,  but 
the  foundation  on  which  my 
soul  rests  is  immoveable — it  can 
never  fail."  The  danger,  at 
Jength,  subsided  ;  the  storm  ceas- 
ed;  and  it  was  discovered  that 
by  some  means  one  of  the  ship's 
ports  had  been  partly  opened, 
which  being  closed,  the  water 
was  got  under,  and  they  united 
in  thanksgiving  to  God  for  their 
preservation. 

On  the  3 1st  of  March,  1799, 
after  a  passage  of  about  fit'teeo 
weeks,  the  Hillsborough  came 
to  anchor  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  On  their  arrival,  Dr. 
Van  Der  Kemp  and  his  brethren 
were  received  with  much  Chris- 
tian afl'ection  by  the  pious  col- 
onists, who,  having  been  appriz- 
ed of  their  coming,  and  of  their 
laudable  object,  had  prepared 
for  them  comfortable  accommo- 


dations ;  and  a  respectable  soci- 
ety was  shortly  organized,  and 
entitled,  "The  South  African 
Society,  for  promoting  the 
spread  of  Christ's  kingdom." 

The  Doctor  now  applied  him- 
self diligently  to  every  neces- 
sary preparative  for  his  long 
and  toilsome  journey.  Letters 
from  the  Governor  to  the  subor- 
dinate magistrates  in  the  country 
were  kindly  furnished ;  a  wag- 
on (the  usual  vehicle  for  travel- 
ing in  that  country)  was  pur- 
chased, and  every  necessary  ar- 
ticle procured.  Bruntjee,  a  fa- 
mous elephant  hunter,  sent  at 
the  Doctor's  request  from  the 
Moravian  brethren  at  Bavian's 
Kloof,  was  engaged  as  guide 
and  interpreter.  On  the  30th 
of  May  the  Missionaries  com- 
menced their  journey  through 
the  trackless  wilderness,  infest- 
ed with  wolves,  tigers,  lions> 
and  other  wild  beasts.  The 
footsteps  of  a  numerous  company 
of  lions  were  one  day  visible  ia 
their  road,  but  they  were  mer- 
cifully preserved.  Having  pass- 
ed the  howling  desert,  they 
arrived,  June  29th,  at  Graaf 
Reinet,  Lat.  32°  33'  where  they 
were  kindly  received  by  the 
Landrost  Brester.  Assisted  by 
Christian  friends,  the  Missionaries 
left  Graaf  Reinet,  and  on  their 
way  met  with  a  great  number 
of  fiimilies,  who  had  fled  from 
their  houses  to  escape  the  Mo- 
danki  Caffres,  and  were  inform- 
ed of  many  robberies  and  mur- 
ders which  had  been  lately  com- 
mitte«l  in  the  vicinity.  Never- 
theless they  resolved  to  go  for- 
ward ;  and  though  frequently 
exposed  to  the  most  imminent 
danger  from  the  hostile  Caffres, 
they  were  delivered  from  every 
evil. 

Bruntjee,  the  elephant  hunter, 
who  had  been  sent  to  king  Gika, 
requesting  his  permission  to  en- 
ter his  territories,  returned  with 
a  favourable    answer,  bringing 
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with  him  the  king's  tohacco-box, 
which  he  had  sent  by  way  of 
passport. 

After  a  tedious  and  mo?t  per- 
ilous journey,  they  arrived  at  the 
residence  of  king  Gika,  to  whom 
the  Doctor  was  at  length  intro- 
duced ;  and  having  stated  the  ob- 
ject of  his  journey,  was  informed 
that  Gika,  on  account  of  the  hos- 
tilities prevaiUng  in  the  country, 
could  not  promise  him  protec- 
tion. Unwilling,  however,  to 
abandon  his  object,  he  continued 
in  the  vicinity  for  fifteen  nDonths, 
endeavouring  by  every  prudent 
measure  to  conciliate  king  Gika 
and  his  subjects,  and  preaching  to 
some  heathens  of  Hottentot  ex- 
traction, who  resided  in  that 
country,  to  several  of  whom  it 
appears  that  his  ministry  was 
greatly  blessed. 

During  this  period  violent  op- 
position was  excited  by  some  of 
his  enemies,  who  resolved  at  one 
time  to  kill  him  as  a  conspirator 
against  the  king  of  the  country, 
and  forbid  him  any  longer  to  in- 
struct the  heathen.  The  rage 
of  his  adversaries,  however, 
subsided,  and  he  proceeded, 
amidst  all  his  discouragements, 
in  his  Missionary  labours. 

After  a  patient  perseverance 
in  his  work  for  many  months, 
he  thought  it  expedient  to  re- 
move ;  and  having  learned  that 
two  additional  Missionaries  had 
arrived  from  Europe  to  assist 
the  work  in  South  Africa,  he 
proceeded  towards  Graaf  Reinet 
to  meet  them,  where,  on  the 
14th  of  May,  1801,  he  joined 
the  brethren  Messrs.  Vander- 
.  lingen  and  Read. 

Here  some  of  the  colonists 
opposed  the  benevolent  labours 
oi'  the  Missionaries  among  the 
Hottentots;  which  induced  Dr. 
Van  Der  Kemp  and  Mr.  Read 
lo  remove,  with  their  beloved 
charge,  from  the  jealousy  of 
their  opposers,  and  to  form  a 


settlement  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance. 

After  a  long  and  difficult  jour- 
ney Dr.  Van  Der  Kemp  and 
Mr.  Read  arived  at  Algoa  Bay, 
in  March,  1802,  with  about  eighty 
Hottentots.  His  Excellency 
Governor  Dundas  requested  the 
Doctor  to  furnish  him  with  the 
plan  of  a  Hottentot  village,  prom- 
ising to  supply  the  necessary 
materials  for  the  settlement, 
and  food  for  the  people  during 
a  reasonable  time.  The  spot 
fixed  upon  was  called  Bota's 
Place,  eight  miles  from  the  Bay. 
A  number  of  huts  were  erected, 
and  immediate  measures  ado[)te(l 
to  raise  wheat  and  rice  for  the 
people.  The  good  effects  of 
this  institution  were  soon  appar- 
ent, in  the  improved  morals  of 
the  natives,  and  in  their  order 
and  cleanliness.  About  two 
hundred  persons  statedly  assem- 
bled for  Divine  worship  at  Fort 
Frederic: — their  attention  was 
serious,  and  their  psalmody  re- 
markably harmonious.  Mr. 
Read  spent  part  of  his  time  at 
the  neighbouring  garrison  among 
the  Engiij^h  soldiers,  who  heard 
him  with  delight  and  advantage. 

Soon  after  the  formation  of 
this  settlement  the  Doctor  was 
confined  to  his  bed  by  fever  and 
rheumatism  for  eleven  months. 
Various  local  circumstances  in- 
creased these  difficulties;  but 
they  were  alleviated  by  a  visit 
of  Governor  Dundas,  who  re- 
presented the  extreme  danger 
to  which  the  Missionaries  must 
be  exposed,  when  the  garrison 
should  be  withdrawn  from  the 
neighbourhood  ;  urging  them,  ia 
the  most  friendly  manner,  to  sus- 
pend tbeir  labours,  and  remove 
from  the  scene  of  danger.  Such, 
however,  was  their  fortitude, 
that  they  determined  to  remain 
at  their  post.  The  worthy 
Governor,  finding  his  prudential 
admonitions    fruitless,    desisted ; 
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and  could  further  manifest  his 
benevolence  only  by  presenting 
them  with  a  liberal  supply  of 
oxen  and  sheep,  and  with  the 
necessary  means  of  cultivating 
the  ground  ;  and  by  empowering 
them  to  take  possession  of  the 
fort  as  a  place  of  safety,  when- 
ever they  should  think  it  ex- 
pedient. 

The  necessity  of  such  a  refuge 
was  too  soon  apparent;  in  the 
space  of  eight  days  after  the 
removal  of  the  soldiers  from 
Fort  Frederic,  the  settlement 
was  suddenly  attacked,  in  the 
midst  of  a  dark  night,  by  a  furi- 
ous banditti,  whose  object  seem- 
ed to  be  not  only  the  destruction 
of  their  property,  but  also  of 
their  lives.  The  assailants  tired 
at  them  not  less  than  fifty  times, 
but  happily  no  life  was  lost. 

In  this  moment  of  terror,  the 
Hottentots  insisted  upon  permis- 
sion to  repel  force  by  force ; 
and  accordingly  fired  twice,  at 
random  among  the  invading 
party.  The  assault,  from  what 
cause  they  could  not  then  imag- 
ine, immediately  ceased,  and  the 
party  withdrew.  In  the  morn- 
ing they  learned  that  one  of  the 
shots  had  entered  the  thigh  of 
a  chief,  and  by  dividing  a  prin 
cipal  artery,  occasioned  so  great 
a  loss  of  blood,  as  to  terminate 
his  life  in  a  few  minutes.  On 
the  following  night  they  renew- 
ed the  attack,  but  finding  the 
settlement  in  a  better  state  of 
defence,  they  thought  fit  to 
withdraw.  After  this  event, 
the  brethren  retired  to  the  fort, 
where  they  were  happily  pre- 
served from  the  violence  of  their 
enemies. 

In  consequence  of  the  peace, 
the  colony  of  the  Cape  being 
restored  to  the  Dutch,  his  Ex- 
cellency Governor  Jansen  paid 
a  visit  to  the  settlement,  and 
recommended  a  more  eligible 
situation.  In  compliance  with 
his  advice,  they  removed  to  a 


spot  which  the  Governor  had 
himself  chosen  for  them,  situated 
to  the  west  of  Algoa  Bay,  near 
the  mouth  of  Zwart's  Koph  Riv- 
er; and  at  the  request  of  his 
Excellency,  named  it  Bethels- 
dorp,  or  Bethel-Village  :  and 
here,  for  several  succe^dmg 
years,  not  only  the  Missionaries 
themselves,  but  many  others 
through  their  instrumentality, 
found  it  a  "  Beth, El,"— "  the 
house  of  God,  and  the  gate  of 
heaven." 

A  new  settlement  was  formed  ; 
a  church  and  suitable  habita- 
tions, the  walls  and  roof  of 
which  were  composed  of  reeds, 
were  quickly  constructed  ;  large 
gardens  planted,  and  every  pru- 
dent measure  adopted  to  raise 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  corn  and 
vegetables  for  the  supply  of  the 
people.  A  school  was  also  es- 
tablished, consisting  of  about 
forty  children,  of  whom  twenty 
soon  learned  to  spell  and  read. 
It  pleased  God  to  bless  the  faith- 
ful labours  of  his  servants  for  the 
great  purpese  the  Society  ever 
kept  in  view,  the  Conversion  of 
Sinners  to  God.  The  conver- 
sion of  a  roan  named  Cupido, 
who  had  been  distinguished  for 
the  enormity  of  his  crimes,  was 
very  remarkable  ;  and  when 
renewed  by  divine  grace,  he, 
like  Saul  of  Tarsus,  straight- 
way preached  the  Gospel"  to 
his  countrymen,  declaring,  as  a 
living  witness,  that  the  Son  of 
God  has  power  to  forgive  and 
to  subdue  sin.  Other  remarka- 
ble examples  of  renewing  grace 
have  been  detailed  in  the  pub- 
lications of  the  Society. 

The  work  of  God  at  Bethels- 
dorp  was  proceeding  in  a  very 
favourable  manner,  when  Gover- 
nor Jansen  requested  Dr.  Van 
Der  Kemp  and  Mr.  Read  to  sus- 
pend their  operations  there,  un- 
til a  more  favourable  opportuni- 
ty should  arrive.  The  good 
work,  however,  went  on,  the 
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brethren  Ulbrecht  and  Tromp, 
who  had  been  sent  over  by  the 
Dutch  Sociel)',  continuing  to  la- 
bour at  the  settlement. 

la  the  year  1806,  while  Dr. 
Van  Der  Kemp  and  Mr.  Read 
were  at  the  Cape,  the  colony 
again  reverted  into  the  hands  of 
the  English  j  which  no  sooner 
took  place,  than  General  Sir 
David  Baird  sent  for  the  Doctor, 
to  consult  him  on  the  best  meth- 
od of  treating  the  Hottentot  pris- 
oners of  war ;  and  soon  after 
gave  him  full  permission  to  re- 
sume his  labours  at  Bethelsdorp, 
where  he  arrived,  March  21, 
1806.  The  further  privilege 
was  granted  him  to  plough  and 
sow,  for  that  year,  an  excellent 
piece  of  ground  belongmg  to 
Government.  It  cannot  be  ob 
served  without  gratitude  to  the 
great  Disposer  of  human  affairs, 
how  seasonably  the  restoration 
of  the  Cape  to  the  English  Gov- 
ernment took  place,  when  the 
very  existence  of  the  Mission 
was  threatened;  it  affords  an  ev- 
idence also  of  the  justice  and 
mildness  of  our  own  Govern- 
ment, which  covers,  with  the 
shield  of  its  power,  those  who 
are  actively  engaged  in  the  la- 
bours of  benevolence. 

Dr.  V^an  Der  Kemp,  amidst  all 
his  exertions,  found  time  to  com- 
plete a  work,  begun  before  he 
left  his  native  country,  on  the 
Epistle  to  the  Romans,  entitled 
''The  Theodicee  of  St.  Paul." 
This  he  sent  over  to  Holland  to 
be  printed.  He  also  composed 
a  considerable  work  on  midwife- 
ry, for  the  use  of  Bethelsdorp. 
In  the  year  1808,  this  settlement 
had  attained  to  some  degree  of 
prosperity.  "  It  contains,"  says 
Dr.  Van  Der  Kemp,  "Sixty  or 
seventy  houses,  each  having  on 
an  average  about  ten  inhabitants, 
whose  industry  appears  to  in- 
crease. The  work  of  God's 
^converting  grace  is  also  manifest 
among  the   people.     In  short, 


after  six  years  labour,  it  has  ob- 
tained such  a  degree  of  solidi- 
ty, that  it  tnay  be  committed  to 
the  care  of  another  Missionary, 
which  will  enable  me  to  devote 
some  subsequent  days  of  my  far 
advanced  ao:e  to  his  service, 
among  some  of  the  nations  hith- 
erto ignorant  of  the  way  of  sal- 
vation." 

Madagascar  was  the  place  on 
which  his  heart  had  been  hxed, 
almost  from  the  commencement 
of  his  Missionary  labours.  He 
often  mentioned  this  great  and 
long-neglected  island  in  his  let- 
ters. But  as  there  were  large 
tracts  of  country  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  colony,  in  fa- 
vour of  which  no  Missionary 
efforts  had  yet  been  made,  he 
earnestly  wi«hed  to  make  an  ex- 
cursion in  a  north-easterly  direc- 
tion, leaving  Caffraria  on  the 
right  hand,  with  a  view  to  ex- 
tend the  chain  of  Missionary  set- 
tlements along  the  east  coast  of 
Africa :  and  first  to  attempt  a 
Mission  among  the  Mathimbas,  or 
Tamboochisj  ;  or  else  to  proceed 
towards  the  north,  and  explore 
the  nations  near  the  meridian  of 
Algoa  Bay. 

While  this  benevolent  man  of 
God  was  stretching  out  hi?  arms 
towards  nations  almost  unknown, 
and  indulging  the  delightful 
hope  of  enlightening  other  be- 
nighted regions,  his  beloved 
Bethelsdorp  was  not  neglected. 
He  had  the  pleasure  to  behold 
the  increasing  fruits  of  hi;*  la- 
bour. The  schools  liourished, 
and  the  ground  was  more  pro- 
ductive, in  consequence  of  co- 
pious rains  ;  so  that,  though  the 
number  of  settlers  was  much  in- 
creased, the  corn  raised  was 
more  than  sufficient  for  their 
support.  The  fields  (once  a 
barren  wilderness)  were  covered 
with  cattle,  amounting  to  1200 
head,  exclusive  of  sheep  and 
goats;  and  a  rapid  advance  to- 
wards civilization  was  produced 


278       MEMOIR  OP  MR,  JOHANNES  THEODORUS  VAN  DER  KEMP.  [MaFcb, 


in  the  space  of  six  or  seven 
years.  Dr.  Van  Der  Kemp  wish- 
ed to  erect  an  Orphan-school  at 
Bethel?dorp  ;  but  the  work  was 
of  too  great  magnitude  to  be 
hastily  undertaken. 

About  thi?  period,  after  a 
slight  stroke  of  apoplexy,  he 
writes  thus  : — "  The  Lord  con- 
tinues to  support  me  in  the 
troubles  to  which  1  am,  by  the 
nature  of  my  work,  exposed ; 
and  I  have  more  than  once  ex- 
peripnced,  that  He  who  slept  in 
a  storm  can  give  rest  to  my  soul, 
though  all  around  me  is  in  agita- 
tion a  id  alarm." 

In  the  year  1810,  the  number 
of  persons  belonging  to  the  set- 
tlement at  Bethelsdorp  amounted 
to  nearly  one  thousand,  includ- 
ing men,  women,  and  children. 
Industry  continually  increased. 
Mats  and  baskets  were  made  in 
considerable  quantities,  and  sold 
in  the  country  around.  The 
manufacture  of  salt  was  encour- 
aged, which  was  bartered  in  the 
neighbourhood  for  wheat  and 
other  useful  articles.  Soap-boil- 
ing, sawing,  and  wood-cutting  for 
waggons,  became  also  a  source 
of  support. 

Dr.  V  an  Der  Kemp,  at  various 
times,  procured  the  manumission 
of  several  slaves ;  the  expense 
of  which,  amounting  to  many 
hundred  pounds,  he  defrayed 
from  his  own  private  purse  ;  and 
generously  suj>ported  himself,  a« 
a  Missionary.  In  these,  as  well 
as  in  many  other  such  instances, 
he  presented  to  the  world  a  no- 
ble example  of  disinterested 
zeal. 

While  Dr.  Van  Der  Kemp  and 
Mr.  Read  were  detained  at  Cape 
Town,  they  diligently  and  suc- 
cessfully employed  themselves  in 
the  instruction  both  of  Europeans 
;n;(!  Hottentots ;  and,  in  conse- 
liupnce  of  their  laudable  exer- 
tions, an  Auxiliary  Blissionary 
^^ocieiy  was  formed,  and  a  sub- 
^dij'tion  con:menccd.  in  which 


a  number  of  pious  British  sol- 
diers took  a  principal  part. 
When  the  last  accounts  came 
away,  the  subscriptions  amount- 
ed to  about  1500  Sicca  Rupees. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday, 
Dec.  7th,  1811,  the  Doctor  ex- 
pounded a  chapter  with  much 
freedom ;  after  which,  finding 
himself  indisposed,  he  said  to 
Mrs.  Smith,  who  had  formerly 
resided  at  the  settlement  in  Beth- 
elsdorp,  "  O  Mrs.  Smrth,  I  find 
myself  extremely  weak.  I 
should  be  glad  lo  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  settle  my  own  affairs." 
He  was  seized  the  same  morning 
with  a  cold  shivering ;  a  fever 
ensued,  and  he  retired  to  his 
bed. — From  that  bed  he  ros3  no 
more.  His  disorder  rapidly  ad- 
vanced, notwithstanding  the  use 
of  suitable  means  :  so  great  was 
the  violence  of  his  disorder,  that 
he  was  rendered  almost  incapa- 
ble of  speaking  ;  a  lethargic 
heaviness  suppressed  his  powers, 
and  it  was  with  great  difficulty 
he  could  be  prevailed  on  even  to 
answer  a  question.  One  of  his 
friends,  however,  who  called  on 
him  a  day  or  two  before  his  de- 
parture, asked  hiin,  What  was 
the  state  of  his  mind  ?"  His  short, 
but  emphatical  and  satisfactory 
answer  was — All  is  well ;"  and 
in  reply  to  a  similar  inquiry,  "  Is 
it  light  or  dark  with  you  ?"  he 
said,    Light !" 

Thus  departed,  in  the  faith 
and  hope  of  the  glorious  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ,  an  eminently 
qualified,  devoted,  laborious,  and 
successful  minister  of  Jesus 
Christ.  His  memory  will  be 
cherished  by  the  Church  of  God, 
and  his  name  classed  with  those 
of  Elliot,  Mayhew,  Brainerd,  and 
Swartz  ;  and  Christians  yet  yn- 
born  will  be  excited  by  his  ex- 
ample, and  encouraged  by  his 
success,  to  imitate  his  apostolic 
labours. 

We  close  this  brief  Memoir  of 
Dr.  Van  Der  Kemp,  with  the  en- 
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comium,  which  the  late  Bishop 
Hurd  passed  on  the  character  of 
a  true  Missionary  : — "  The  diffi- 
culties, the  dangers,  the  distress 
of  all  sorts,  which  must  be  en- 
countered by  the  Christian  Mis- 
sionary, require  a  more  than  or- 
dinary degree  of  virtue ;  and 
will  be  only  sustained  by  him 
whom  a  fervent  love  of  Christ, 
and  the  quickening  graces  of  his 
Spirit  have  anointed,  as  it  were, 
and  consecrated  to  this  arduous 
service.  Then  it  is  that  we 
have  seen  the  faithful  minister 
of  the  word  go  forth  with  the 
zeal  of  an  Apostle,  and  the  con- 
stancy of  a  martyr.  We  have 
seen  him  forsake  ease  and  afflu- 
ence, a  competency  at  least,  and 
the  ordinary  comforts  of  society  ; 
and  with  the  Gospel  in  his  hand, 
and  his  Saviour  in  his  heart, 
make  his  way  through  burning 
deserts  and  the  howling  wilder- 
ness, braving  the  rage  of  cli- 
mates, and  all  the  inconveniences 


of  long  and  perilous  voyages ; 
submitting  to  the  drudgery  of 
learning  barbarous  languages, 
and  to  the  disgust  of  complying 
with  barbarous  manners ;  watch- 
ing the  dark  suspicions,  and  ex- 
posed to  the  capricious  fury  of 
savages  ;  courting  their  offensive 
society,  adopting  their  loathsome 
customs,  and  assimilating  his 
very  nature,  almost,  to  theirs; 
in  a  word,  enduring  all  things, 
becoming  ail  things,  in  the  pa- 
tient hope  of  finding  a  way  to 
their  good  opinion,  and  of  suc- 
ceeding finally  in  his  unwearied 
endeavours  to  make  the  word  of 
life  and  salvation  not  unaccepta- 
ble to  ihem. 

1  confess,  when  I  reflect  oa 
all  these  things,  I  humble  my- 
self before  such  heroic  virtue; 
or  rather,  I  adore  the  grace  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus,  which  is 
able  to  produce  such  examples 
of  it  in  our  degenerate  world  !" 


3ReUsious  Commum'cations* 
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Messrs.  Editors, 

I  HAVE  been  pleased,  and  I  trust 
edified  in  reading  in  the  last  two 
numbers  of  the  Magazine,  "  Re- 
marks on  Public  Worship."  1 
was,  nevertheless,  somewhat  dis- 
appointed to  find,  that  in  enume- 
rating the  different  parts  of  wor- 
ship, one  was  passed  by  in  silence, 
viz.  The  reading  of  the  Word  of 
God.  This,  in  my  estimation,  is 
an  exceedingly  important  part  of 
the  public  exercises  of  the  house 
of  the  Lord.  1  beg  leave,  there- 
fore, to  propose  the  following 
observations,  as  an  Appendix  to 
that  Essay.— 

First,  I  -would  offer  a  few  rea- 
sons for  the  practice. 


1.  It  was  the  custom  of  the  an- 
cient church  of  God,  to  read  the 
law  and  the  prophets  in  their  re- 
ligious asseuihiies.  And  all  the 
people  gathered  themselves  to- 
gether as  one  man,  into  the  street 
that  was  before  the  water  gate  ; 
and  they  spake  unto  Ezra  the 
scribe  to  bring  the  book  of  the 
law  of  Moses.  And  he  read 
therein  from  morning  until  mid- 
day ;  and  the  ears  of  all  the  peo- 
ple were  attentive  unto  the  book 
of  the  law."  Neh.  viii.  1,  3. 
This  practice  was  continued  in 
the  Jewish  synagogue  until  the 
days  of  our  Lord  and  his  Apostles. 
Luke  iv.  16.    Acts  xiii.  15.  As 
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there  was  nothing"  in  this  of  a 
ceremonial  nature  ;  nothing  pecu- 
liar to  the  lews,  or  to  the  dispen- 
sation of  the  law  as  distingaished 
from  the  gospel,  it  may,  I  appre- 
hend, with  great  propriety,  be 
urged,  as  an  example  worthy  of 
cur  imitation. 

2.  This  was  likewise  the  prac- 
tice of  theprimitive  christian  churchy 
in  the  days  of  the  apostles  and  their 
immediate  successors  The  charge 
of  Paul  lo  his  son  Timothy,  in  \\\e 
words  at  the  head  of  this  Article, 
refers,  as  I  think,  not  so  much  to 
the  private  reading  and  studying 
of  the  holy  Scriptures  by  Timothy 
himself,  as  to  the  public  reading 
of  them  in  the  assemblies  of  the 
saints.  Doubtless,  every  minis- 
ter of  Christ  will  constantly  read 
and  meditate  on  the  Book  of  God 
at  home  ;  but  I  have  two  reasons 
for  saying  that  this  is  not  the  sense 
of  this  passage.  First,  private 
study  and  meditation  are  afier- 
ward  mentioned,  verse  15.  This 
interpretation,  therefore,  would 
charge  the  apostle  with  unneces- 
sary tautology.  Secondly,  Read- 
ing, in  this  passage,  is  connected 
with  Exhortation  and  Doctrine. 
These  are  exercises  which  cannot 
be  performed  privately,  and  must, 
therefore,  be  referred  to  the  pub- 
lic assembly.*  By  what  rule  of  in- 
terpretation is  reading  in  the  same 
passage  to  be  excluded?  If  this 
be  a  correct  view  of  the  words, 
we  have  at  once  a  positive  in- 
spired precept  for  makin^^  the 
reading  of  the  Holy  Writings  a 
part  of  public  worship.  At  the 
close  of  his  first  Epistle  to  the 
Thessalonians,  the  same  apostle 
gives  the  following  most  solemn 
injunction,    I  charge  you,  by  the 


Lord,  that  this  Epistle  be  read  to 
all  the  holy  brethren."  On  this 
it  IS  needless  to  olfer  any  remarks. 

3  .  God  himself  should  be  heard 
to  speak  in  our  solemn  assemblies, 
and  not  merely  by  proxy.  If  it  be 
urged,  that  when  the  messenger 
and  servant  of  Jesus  proclaims 
his  truth  and  expounds  his  word, 
we  should  recognize  the  voice 
and  acknowledge  the  authority 
of  bis  Divine  Master,  it  is  readi- 
ly conceded.  But  as  the  Master 
himself  is  present  in  the  assem- 
blies of  his  saints,  the  servant 
ought,  at  least,  for  a  little  time, 
hold  his  peace  while  the  Master 
pleads  his  own  cause,  in  his  own 
words.  "  For  never  man  spake 
like  this  man."  John  vii.  46. 

4.  If  we  attentively  survey  the 
character  of  our  hearers^  we  shall 
find  additional  reasons  for  the  pub- 
lic reading  of  the  word  of  God. 
Some  of  our  audience  cannot, 
perhaps,  read  at  all.  Some  of 
these,  nevertheless,  have  a  great 
regard  for  the  Bible,  andiare,  ia 
some  degree,  sensible  of  their 
unspeakable  disadvantages  in  not 
being  able  to  read  for  them- 
selves, the  oracles  of  God.  To 
them,  public  reading  of  the 
Scriptures  is  a  real  kindness. 
Others,  are  bat  poor  readers, 
and  receive  but  very  little  profit 
by  what  they  read  themselves, 
but  may  be  essentially  benefited 
by  hearing  others  read.  But 
the  most  numerous  class  consists 
of  those,  who,  although  they 
know  how  to  read,  yet  great- 
ly neglect  the  Bible.  Even 
many  professed  christians  live 
in  a  strange  and  a  criminal 
neglect  of  that  book,  in  which 
they  think  they  have  eternal  life, 


*  An  additional  reason  for  this  interpretation  may  be  suggested.  The  word 
translated  "  reading''  (anagnosis,  oivv^yvutrti)  is  used  in  the  New  Testament  but 
twice  besides  the  present  instance,  viz.  Acts  xiii.  15,  and  2  Cor.  iii.  14,  in  both 
which  cases  it  has  reference  to  the  publick  reading  of  the  Scriptures.  In  the 
Septuagint,  the  word  only  occurs  once,  Neh.  viii.  8,  where  its  meaning  is  evi- 
dently the  same.  Editors, 
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and  which  testifies  so  clearly  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Indeed,  1  koovv, 
at  least,  one  minister  who  shame- 
fully neglects  his  Bible  too  often  ; 
for  when  he  recovers  from  his 
numerous  avocations,  a  little 
time  for  reading,  there  is  some 
favourite  author,  or  some  7iew 
publication  that  immediately  pre- 
sents itself!  Is  there  not  reason 
to  fear  that  some  ministers'  Bi- 
bles will  be  swift  witnesses  a- 
gainst  them  another  day  ?  These, 
and  the  souls  which  have  per- 
ished from  under  their  mmistry, 
in  consequence  of  their  neglect^ 
will  make  the  sight  of  the  judg- 
ment seat  intolerable  to  many  min- 
isters who  are  now  celebrated  for 
their  learning,  talents,  eloquence, 
and  orthodoxy.  But  to  return 
from  this  digression.  Lei  it  be 
understood  b)  all,  that  if  they 
come  into  the  sanctuary  of  the 
Lord,  they  shall,  among  other 
exercises,  hear  some  select  and 
appropriate  porlioQ  of  his  word 
read  to  them. 

Secondly^  the  method^  ime,  and 
manner  of  reading. 

1.  Method  of  reading.  As  a 
general  rule,  it  will  be  found 
beneficial  to  read  the  chapter 
which  contains  the  text.  This 
gives  a  view  of  the  connection  of 
the  subject,  which  is  always  the 
safest  way  to  interpret  doubtful 
phrases  and  idioms.  Or,  if  the 
text  be  in  the  New  Testament, 
and  refer  to  some  transaction  in 
the  Old  Testament,  (a  case  which 
very  frequently  occurs,)  then  it 
has  an  excellent  effect  to  read 
the  whole  account  as  it  stands 
in  the  Old.  For  instance,  a  cer- 
tain minister,  not  long  since,  took 
for  his  text,  on  a  communion  sea- 
son, 1  Cor.  V.  7.  For  Christ 
our  passover  is  sacrificed  for  us, 
therefore  let  us  keep  the  feast," 
&c.  and  read  the  12th  chapter  of 
Exodus,  where  we  have  an  ac- 
count of  the  original  institution  of 
the  passover. 

VOL.  iv^  36 


2.  The  time  of  reading.  Some 
introduce  the  public  exercises  of 
each  meeting  by  reading.  Some 
defer  it  till  after  prayer,  and  im- 
mediately before  sermon.  My 
own  custom  is,  generally,  to 
commence  by  singing,  then  read 
a  portion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
&c  ;  but  it  will  have  a  sfood  effect 
to  vary  the  time  ot  this  and  other 
parts  of  divine  worship,  an<l  pre- 
vent our  falling  into  a  dull  uni- 
formity, and  a  listless  formal- 
ity. 

3.  The  manner  of  reading. 
This  is  of  vast  importance,  and 
must  not,  therefore,  be  passed 
slightly  It  should  be  done  audi- 
bly, so  that  the  hearer's  attentioa 
be  not  fatigued,  but  that  he  may 
hear  easily  and  leisurely  in  any 
part  of  the  house.  vVe  should 
read  deliberately  Indeed,  great 
rapidity  in  delivery  is  very  inju- 
rious whether  in  reading  or 
speaking ;  it  never  fails  to  fa- 
tigue the  attention  of  the  hear- 
ers, and  to  destroy  the  solemnity 
of  the  subject.  The  mind  has 
no  time  to  reflect  on  the  last 
idea  before  it  is  hurried  away 
with  violence  to  something 
else,  until,  finally,  it  abandons 
the  thought  altogether  of  fol- 
lowing the  reader  or  speak- 
er, and,  losing  the  connection, 
contents  itself  with  picking  up  a 
few  disjointed  ideas  here  and 
there  at  a  great  disadvant  ige. 
We  should  read  distinctly.  Many 
persons  think,  if  they  do  but 
speak  loud  enough,  they  will  not 
fail  of  being  heard:  but,  as  those 
who  have  treated  on  Elocution 
have  shown,  we  may  speak  too 
loud  to  be  heard,  as  well  as  too 
low.  The  voice  may  drown  the 
words.  To  read  distinctly,  we 
should  endeavour  to  acquire  a 
habit  of  correct  pronurxiation^ 
and  give  every  syllable,  and  if 
possible,  every  letter  its  proper 
sound.  We  should  read  intelli- 
gibly. Two  things  materially 
assist  in  this ;  fiirst,  that  we  care- 
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fully    observe     the    stops  and 
mark*  in  reading: ;  and,  secondly, 
that  we  pay  ?trict  attention  to  em- 
phasis and  cadence.   It  will  great- 
ly asjiist  US  too,  if  we  are  famil- 
iar with  the  portion  of  scripture 
to  be  read.     For  this  purpose, 
if  we  be  not  well  acquainted  with 
it  already,  we  ought  to  read  it 
carefully  in  our  study.     I  add, 
we  should  read  the  book  of  God 
with  due  solemnity.      Let  holy 
dignity  and  seriousness  be  depict- 
ed in  the  countenance  of  him 
who  reads  the  word  of  the  bless- 
ed God  in  the  assembly  of  his 
saints.     Let  him  deeply  impress 
on  his  own  mind  the  awful  im- 
port of  those  things  which  he 
reads,  and  let  him  be  penetrated 
with  a  sense  of  the  Divine  pres- 
ence, and  of  his  own  responsibili- 
ty, and  he  will  be  able,  in  a  great 
degree,   to  communicate  those 
feelmgs  to  his  audience.  How 
delightful,  edifying,  and  impres- 
sive, is  this  part  of  divine  wor- 
ship, when  Ihtis  performed  !  Nor 
can  i  think  of  any  good  excuse 
which  a  minister  of  the  gospel 
can  urge,  for  not  being  a  good 
reoder.    Not  the  want  of  talents, 
surely ;   for  if  he  deem  his  tal- 
ents adequate   to   the  work  of 
p\iblic  teaching,  li  ^y  ought  to  be 
suflicifnt  to  enable  him  to  read 
his  native  language  with  correct- 
ness and  fluency.    Not  the  want 
of  education;  for,  if  his  learning 
be  such  as  to  justif^y  him  in  en- 
gaging in  the  work  of  the  minis- 
try, il  ought  to  make  him  a  good 
reader.    Not  the  want  of  time; 
for,  if  be  have  time  enough  io 
prepare  for  the  awful  duties  of 
the  sanctuary,  he  ought  to  have 
time  to  learn  to  read  well.  Af- 
ter all,  it  is  not  so  easy  a  matter 
to  be  really  a    good  reader,  as 
some  would  be   ready    to  con- 
clude, but  it  is  a  most  useful  and 
necessary    accomplishment,  for 
every  gospel  iTiinister. 

Thirdly^  The  dispositions  and 
feelings  u-hich  should  be  cherished 


by  the  audience^  during  this  part 
of  Divine  worship. 

1 .  While  the  word  of  the  living 
God  is  read  in  our  assemblies,  the 
hearers  should  give  their  most  wn- 
divided  and  fixed  attention.  It  is 
infinite  condescension  in  God  to 
speak  at  all  to  such  vile  ungrate- 
ful beings  as  we  are.  This  should 
secure  our  attention  at  all  times 
to  the  word  of  the  Lord.  But  we 
should  bear  in  mind  also,  that  the 
revelation  of  his  will,  contained 
in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  forms  the 
great  criterion  by  which  we  are 
to  judge  the  doctrine  we  hear, 
examine  our  own  hearts,  and  try 
the  spirits  which  are  gone  forth 
into  the  world.  And  further,  Je- 
sus assures  us,  that  The  word 
which  he  has  spoken  unto  us,  the 
same  shall  judge  us  at  the  last 
day."    John  xii.  48. 

2.  Holy  reverence  should  pos- 
sess every  soul  who  hears  the  words 
of  that  book. 

The  Holiness  and  Majesty  of 
its  Divine  Author  ;  the  place 
where  we  are  assembled,  io  bis 
house,  in  his  immediate  pres- 
ence ;  the  professed  business  for 
which  we  are  gathered  together, 
and  our  own  utter  insignificance 
and  unworthiness,  should  con- 
spire to  produce  in  us  the 
most  profound  and  awful  rever- 
ence during  the  time  in  which 
the  word  of  God  is  rehearsed 
in  our  hearing. 

3.  When  the  word  of  the  Lord 
is  read  to  W5,  we  should  exercise 
faith  in  it ;  for  as  the  word 
preached,  so  the  word  read,  will 
not  profjt  us,  except  it  be  mix- 
ed with  faith. 

The  Bible  contains  the  testis 
mony  of  God :  it  must,  there- 
fore, be  infinitely  wicked  and 
criminal  in  us  to  disbelieve  it, 
and  whoever  persists  in  doing  so, 
shall  he  damned.    Mark  xvi.  16. 

4.  We  should  hear  with  appli- 
cation. 

We  should  listen  attentively, 
and    seriously  inquire    of  cur 
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hearts,  what  bearing  the  portion 
of  scripture  which  is  read  has 
on  ourselves,  as  individuaLs. 
Does  the  chapter  or  the  par- 
agraph re'id  contain  a  discnssion 
or  ilhistralion  of  some  important 
branch  of  christian  doctrine  ? 
Let  me  then  qnestion  my  heart 
whether  I  have  received  it  in 
simplicity  and  godly  sincerity ; 
and  inquire  to  what  practical 
purposes  it  is  applicable.  Does 
it  contain  precepts  and  com- 
mands? Have  I  obeyed  them? 
Do  I  keep  them?  Are  there 
promises  and  blessings  exhib- 
ited? Am  I  interested  in  them? 
May  I  indulge  the  hope  without 
presumption  that  they  are  mine  ? 
Does  the  minister  of  Jesus  re- 
hearse in  my  hearing  from  the 
book  of  God,  threatenings,  cur- 
ses, denunciations  of  wrath  ? 
Tremble,  O  my  soul,  lest  these 
should  be  thy  portion,  and  that, 
at  I^st,  thou  be  found  wanting. 
How  awful  then  would  be  thy 
disappointment,  how  dreadful 
the  consequences! 

Iota. 


THE    INQUISITION    AGAINST   THE  RE- 
FORMATION. 

In  the  present  state  of  Spain,  every 
thing  which  may  tend  to  throw  light 
upon  its  religious  history,  cannot  fail 
to  interest  our  readers.  The  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  last  Quarterly 
IlevieAV,  is  a  brief  account  of  the 
commencement  of  the  Reformation 
in  that  ill-fated  land  in  the  time  of 
Luther,  and  of  the  successful  at- 
tempt of  the  Inquisition  to  effect  its 
utter  extermination.  The  horrors  of 
that  bloody  tribunal  cannot  be  too 
frequently  recollected,  if  we  would 
duly  prize  the  light  and  liberty  we 
now  so  happily  enjoy. 

"  The  dawn  of  real  knowledge, 
which,  upon  the  revival  of  lit- 
erature, penetrated  into  Spain, 
though  feeble  when  compared 
with  the  glorious  day  which 
broke  out  in  Italy,  gave  still  an 


early  and  fair  promise  of  in- 
crease. The  light,  ho  /ever, 
was  no  sooner  perceived,  than 
the  powerful  body  of  men, 
whose  exclusive  possession  of 
the  honours  and  inliuence  of 
learning  was  founded  on  the  su- 
perstitious ignorance  of  the  peo- 
ple, directed  the  peculiar  pre- 
judices of  the  nation  against  the 
threatening  progress  of  the  hu- 
.man  mmd  in  their  country.  The 
mulliplicatioa  of  books,  by  means 
of  tiie  press,  increased  their  vig- 
ilance against  these  mortal  ene- 
mies of  priestly  repose.  The 
destruction  of  literary  works  had 
begun  sometime  before  the  in- 
vention of  printing.  The  illite- 
rate Spaniards  looked  with  pe- 
culiar pleasure  on  the  repeated 
burnings  of  the  Hebrew  and 
Arabic  manuscripts,  the  langua- 
ges of  two  detested  nations, 
while  the  clergy  rejoiced  in  the 
extirpation  of  such  works, 
Greek,  Latin,  or  Castillian,  as 
implied  the  existence  of  any  real 
science  besides  school  divinity. 
The  library  of  Henry  of  Arragon, 
Marquis  of  Villena,  a  noblemim 
connected  with  the  reignin^' 
family,  was  burnt  in  1434,  as 
containing  the  sources  of  that 
kind  of  knowledge  which  ex- 
posed its  owner  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  magic.  In  1490,  many 
thousands  of  Hebrew  bibles,  and 
uf*  less  a  number  of  books  of  the 
same  sort  as  perished  in  the 
flames  on  the  death  of  Villena, 
were  destroyed  under  a  similar 
charge  of  necromancy.  Thus 
the  dangers  and  difficulties  of 
the  aspiring  nnnds  who,  impelled 
by  the  improving  spirit  of  the 
times,  wished  to  devote  them- 
selves to  the  discovery  of  truth, 
free  from  the  fetters  of  the  es- 
tablished systems,  increased  daily 
with  the  fears  of  the  churcii. 
The  activitv  of  the  native  g-e- 
iiius  could  not,  however,  be 
corn{)!etcly  restrained.  The 
study  of  the  learned  languages 
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became  the  fa?ourite  pursuit  of 
some  eminent  men  among  the 
clergy.  Cartlionl  Xirnenez,  lit- 
tle suspecting  the  consequences, 
declared  himself  the  patron  of 
biblical  criticism,  and  had  the 
honour  of  publishing  the  first 
Polyglot  Bibie.  But  the  search 
of  the  scriptures  in  the  original 
tongues  did  not  fail  to  raise  the 
same  doubts  among  the  Spaniards 
which  it  had  produced  Rmong  the 
learned  of  other  countries  ;  and 
the  seeds  of  the  Reformation 
were  actually,  though  sparingly, 
lodged  in  the  bosom  of  Spain,  by 
means  analogous  to  those  which 
jjrepared  the  abundant  harvest 
repealed  soon  after  in  the  north 
of  Europe. 

"  There  is  something  so  sin- 
gular in  the  events,  which 
brought  these  seeds  into  activity, 
that,  had  the  attempt  been  suc- 
cessful, the  Spanish  Protestants 
might  have  boasted  of  an  al- 
most miraculous  interference  in 
the  establishment  of  their 
church. 

''Although  from  a  Papal  bull 
of  the  year  1526,  authorizing 
the  superiors  of  the  Franciscan 
friars  to  absolve  privately  such 
members  of  their  order  as  should 
accuse  themselves  of  heresy, 
Llorente  conjectures  that  Protes- 
tant principles  had  been  embra- 
ced among  the  Mendicants,  the 
historical  facts  which  that  inthii- 
trious  writer  has  collected  in  his 
most  valuable,  but  ill  digested 
Listory  of  the  Inquisition,  fully 
convince  us,  that  the  Gorn^an 
reformation  made  its  first  active 
and  sincere  proselytes  at  Seville. 
The  original,  and  chief  pr  omoter 
of  this  mental  emancipation,  was 
neither  a  man  of  learning,  nor  a 
member  of  the  clergy. 


"  Rodrigode  Valer,*  a  native  of 
Lebrixa,  an  ancient  town  about 
thirty  miles  from  Seville,  had 
spent  his  youth  in  the  idle  and 
dissipated  manner  which  bas  long- 
prevailed  among  the  Spanish 
gentry.  A  slight  knowledi^e  of 
Latin  was  the  only  benetit  he  de- 
rived from  his  early  instructers  ; 
the  love  of  horses,  dress  and  wo- 
men, engrossed  his  whole  mind, 
as  soon  as  he  was  free  from  their 
authority.  Seville,  then  at  the 
height  of  its  splendour,  was  his 
favourite  residence,  and  he  shone 
there  among  the  young  men  of 
family  and  wealth  for  bis  gallant- 
ry, and  decided  prominence  in 
tlie  ranks  of  f.tshion.  Vaier  was, 
however,  suddenly  missed  in  the 
gay  scenes  which  he  used  form- 
erly to  enliven;  yet  his  fortune 
had  received  do  check,  and  his 
health  was  not  known  to  be  im- 
paired. A  strange  change  bad 
been  effected  in  his  mind ;  the 
gay  and  volatile  Valer  was  now 
confined  the  whole  day  to  his 
room  with  a  Latin  Bible,  the 
only  version  allowed  in  Spain. 
Had  he  unexpectedly  taken  a 
ro'igious  turn,  and  abandoned  the 
alluring  walks  of  pleasure  for 
the  church  and  the  confessional, 
such  revulsions  of  feeling  are 
too  common  among  the  Spaniards 
to  have  raised  a  general  surprise. 
But  this  absolute  retirement,  this 
neglect  of  devotional  works,  and 
pious  practices,  for  a  book  which 
even  protessional  divines  seldom 
took  the  trouble  to  examine,  had 
something  peculiar,  and  not  easi- 
ly accounted  for.  After  continu- 
ing for  several  months  in  his 
scriptural  studie*,  Valer  was  ob- 
served to  court  the  friendship  of 
the  clergy.  One  of  the  most 
eminent  of  those  for  learning  and 


*  So  he  is  calle<J  by  Cypriano  de  Valeia.  a  Sevillian  priest,  who  fled  from  the 
persecution  v.hich  we  shall  presently  describe.  The  Spanish  work  on  the  Pope 
and  ike  Mass,  which,  without  a  name,  he  published  in  London,  1588,  now  lies 
before  rs.  Llorente  calls  the  Spanish  apostle  of  the  Reformation,  Valero:  we 
|frefer  the  authority  of  his  coYitemporary. 
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exemplary  condtict,  was  Dr.  John 
Gil  or  Eg-idius,  canon  magistral 
(|)reach'-r)  of  the  cathedral  of 
Seville,  a  diofnity  which,  though 
iisirilly  obt  lined  by  a  piil)iic  tri- 
al. E^idins  had  received,  with- 
ont  this  previous?  ?=tep,  by  the 
unanimous  noijm»ation  of  the 
archbishop  and  chapter,  as  a  tes- 
timony of  superiority  above  his 
contemporaries.  The  learned 
canon  had,  hitherto,  been  more 
admired  us  a  profound  theologi- 
an, than  as  a  powerful  orator; 
b»it  since  his  intimacy  with  V^aler, 
his  preachinir  had  assumed  a  dif- 
ferent character.  Instead  of 
vapid  di«:sertations,  his  sermons 
were  the  earnest  and  powerful 
a  lilre-ses  of  his  feelina;-s  and  con- 
viction to  the  hearts  and  under- 
standings of  his  audience.  Eg-ivli- 
us  became  the  most  poptilar 
preacher  at  Seville. 

"No  obnoxious  doctrines  had 
hitherto  been  broached  by  the 
pious  canon.  Ttiat  the  change, 
which  had  gained  him  such 
extraordinary  popularity,  was  the 
work  of  Valer,  could  not  even 
be  suspected  by  those  who 
were  well  aware  of  the  immense 
distance  at  which  the  layman 
was  placed  from  his  friend's 
learning  and  talents.  Such  wa«, 
nevertheless,  the  fact.  Valer 
had,  during  his  retirement,  learnt 
by  heart  a  great  part  of  the 
scriptures,  and  drawn  from  that 
source,  a  system  of  divinity, 
which  seems  to  have  agreed,  in 
the  main,  with  that  of  the  north- 
ern reformers.  Whelher  a  sim- 
ple report  of  Luther''s  opinions 
and  of  his  appealing  to  the 
scriptures  as  the  Mi\\y  source  of 
religious  truth,  had  given 
the  same  direction  to  the  inqui- 
ries of  the  Spaniard  ;  or  wheth- 
er, in  the  state  of  men's  minds  at 
that  period,  and,  from  the  promi- 
nence of  the  abuses  which  fixed 
the  attention  of  the  inquisitive, 
similar  inferences  ofl'ered  them- 
selves  to    all   who  impailielly 


consulted  the  scriptares,  we  shall 
not  take  upon  ourselves  to  de- 
cide. But  it  is  a  fact,  that  Valer 
required  no  other  guid^  to  lay 
the  fountlations  of  a  church  at 
Seville,  which  was  found  to  be 
Lutheran  in  its  })rincipal  tenets. 

No  slighter  impulse  than  that 
of  an  ardent  love  of  religious 
truth  would  have  been  sufficient 
to  engage  any  man  in  the  despe- 
rate undertaking  of  prop;igatin^ 
Protestant  doctrines,  under  the 
watchful  eye  of  the  loqui-itiou  ; 
now  doubly  alert  from  the  ani- 
mosity which  tiieir  sovereign, 
Charles  V.  was  shewing  against 
the  Lutherans  in  Germany.  Bilt 
no  danger  could  appal  the  euthu- 
sia^tic  Valer.  Regardless  of  his 
personal  safety,  or,  what  is  still 
dearer  to  a  man  who  has  enjoy- 
ed the  respect  of  his  fellows,  his 
ciiaracter  for  judgment  and  sani- 
ty of  intellect,  he  appeared  at 
the  most  frequented  places,  ad- 
dressing all  that  would  stop  to 
hear  him,  upon  the  necessity  of 
studying  the  scriptures,  and 
making  them  the  only  rule  of 
faith  and  conduct.  The  suspic- 
ions of  derangement,  which  had 
been  alloat  since  tho  period  of 
his  retirement,  were  now  fully 
confirmed,  and  saved  Vaier,  for 
a  time,  from  the  hands  of  the 
Inquisition.  The  humane  con- 
struction of  the  Holy  Tribunal 
was  not  likely  to  be  of  long  cou- 
tinuance  ;  and  the  lay  preaci>«jr 
was  soon  confined  to  a  solitary 
prison.  Us  friend  Egidius, 
whose  orthodoxy  remained  un- 
suspected, a[)peared  before  the 
judges  as  Valci's  counsel;  a 
dangerous  act  of  friendship,  con- 
sidering the  vehement  zeal 
which  actuated  the  prisoner; 
But  that  zeal  found  full  employ- 
DDPnt  against  the  Inquisitors, 
whom  he  charged  with  igno- 
rance and  blindness,  without  the 
least  attempt  at  concfialiug  or 
disguising  bis. principles.  ']  \vic8 
was  Valer  impritencd,  and  ttade 
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to  Stand  a  trial.  The  first  time 
he  forl'eiled  his  fortune,  the  sec- 
ond hi^  liberty,  for  life.  Ag^ree- 
ably  to  the  roles  of  the  tribunal, 
which  nriake  puldic  disgrace  one 
of  its  most  powerful  weapons, 
Valer  was  conducted  every  Suu- 
<lay,  dressed  in  a  san  benilo,  or 
cont  of  infamy,  to  the  collegiate 
church  of  San  Salvador  to  attend 
hign  mass,  and  hear  a  sermon, 
which  'he  often  interrupted  by 
contradicting  the  ])reachor.  Un- 
der a  strong  doubt  whether  he 
was  realiy  a  madman,  or  courted 
this  suspicion  as  a  means  to  es- 
cape the  punishment  of  tire,  the 
inquisitors  came  to  the  final  <le- 
terniination,  of  confining  him  in 
a  convent  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Guadalquivir,  where,  deprived  of 
ail  communication  with  the  rest 
of  the  world,  he  died  about  the 
age  of  fifty. 

The  final  sentence  against 
Valer,  which  was  passed  in  1540, 
did  not  damp  the  zeal  of  his 
friends,  however  cautious  it 
iTiight  make  them  in  the  propa- 
gation of  their  doctrines.  Egi- 
dius  lived  in  habits  of  great  inti- 
macy with  Constuntine  Perez  de 
h  Fuente  and  Doctor  Vargas, 
two  very  learned  and  exemplary 
priests,  his  v'^arly  friends  at  the 
university  of  Alcala  de  Henares. 
Mai^y  accessions  had  been  made 
to  this  knot  of  friends  by  the  in- 
tervention of  Viiler,  whose  pros- 
elytes in  different  parts  of  the 
town  soon  became  known  to 
each  other.  By  the  conversio:i 
to  protestantism  of  Doctor  Arias, 
a  Hieror;ymite,  the  rising  church 
began  to  tecl  strong  in  the  num- 
ber of  her  learned  members. 
Arias,  in  spite  of  his  natural 
fears,  wljich,  during  the  subse- 
iiuent  persecution,  betrayed  him 
into  the  most  odious  duplicity, 
disclosed  hi-;  new  views  in  relig- 


ion to  one  of  the  members  of 
his  convent.*  This  man,  who, 
in  ardency  and  openness  of 
character,  was  the  very  reverse 
of  Arias,  addressed  himself  suc- 
cessfully to  his  companions,  till 
the  whole  community,  including 
the  prior,  had  embraced  the 
doctrines  of  the  reformation. 
The  concealed  protestants,  be- 
ing mostly  divines  of  great  emi- 
nence, and  highly  respected  by 
the  people,  both  for  the  dignified 
situations  which  some  held  in 
the  church,  and  the  character  of 
superior  virtue,  to  which  many 
among  them  were  entitled,  en- 
joyed a  powerful  and  extensive 
influence  in  the  town,  especially 
through  the  confessional.  That 
this  influence  must  have  been 
greatly  restrained  by  apprehen- 
sions of  danger  will  be  readily 
conceived;  yet  the  space  of 
about  ten  years  was  sufficient  for 
the  foundation  of  two  protestant 
churches,  one  at  Seville,  another 
at  Valladolid,  whose  members, 
under  the  direction  of  appointed 
ministers,  implored  the  blessing 
of  Heaven  on  the  religious  work, 
in  which  they  had  engaged  at 
the  imminent  peril  of  their  lives. 

At  the  head  of  the  protestant 
church  of  Seville  was  Doctor 
Egidius,  its  founder.  It  em- 
braced more  than  eight  hundred 
members  at  the  time  of  its  ex- 
tir{)ation.  Tl^e  house  of  Isabel 
de  Vaena,  a  lady  of  illustrious 
birth,  was  used  as  a  piece  of 
worship. 

The  church  of  Valladolid 
had  sprui?g,  it  appears,  from  the 
same  root  as  that  <f  Seville. 
Doctor  Augustin  Cazalla,  canon 
of  Salamanca,  one  of  the  king's 
chaplains  and  preachers,  had 
been  educated  at  Alcala,  when 
Egidius,  Perez  de  la  Fuente,  and 
A'argas,    the    Sevillian  leaders, 


*  Th?  cQiivcr.t  ic  T.ilhin  two  miles  from  Seville.  It  is  called  San  Isidro  del 
Campo. 


1824.]  THE  INQUISITION  AGAINST  THE  REFORMATION. 


237 


were  at  that  university.  The 
simultaneous  rise    of    the  two 
churches  would  justify  the  sup- 
position that    Egidius  acted  in 
concert  with  Cazalla,  who,  hav- 
ing attended   the    Emperor  to 
Germany,  probably  imbibed  the 
first  favourable   notions  of  the 
reformation    in    that  country. 
But  the  religious  connection  of 
the  protestants  in  the  two  capi- 
tals of  old   Castile   and  Anda- 
lusia is  proved  by^  the  fact  that 
the  first  use  which  Egidius  made 
of  liberty,  after  a  long  imprison- 
ment  on  suspicion   of  heresy, 
was  to  visit  his  friend  Cazalla. 
Numerous    females,    many  of 
whom  were  ladies  of  quality,  had 
embraced  the  Lutheran  faith  at 
Valladolid.     The  meetings  were 
held  in  the  house  of  Leonor  de 
Vibero,  Cazalla's  mother.* 

The  history  of  religious  zeal 
can  hardly  present  an  mstance 
of  more    heroic    devotion,  or 
greater  disregard  of  danger  than 
appears  in  the  Spanish  protes- 
tants.   The  fierce  spirit  of  per- 
secution which  the  nation  had 
imbibed  during  the  struggle  with 
the   Moors,   was  now,  directed 
against  the  German  Lutherans; 
those  new  enemies  of  the  faith^ 
who,  in  the  conception  of  the 
Spaniards,  had  been  marshalled 
by  the  power  of  darkness  to  lake 
up  the  interests  of  his  kingdom 
just  where  the  final  defeat  .of 
the  Spanish  Mahometans  had  left 
them.     The  Emperor  Charles 
V.    had    employed,   for  some 
years,  the  whole  strength  of  his 
extensive  dominions  to  oppose 
the   reformation    jn  Gormany. 
The  Spaniards,  by  shedding  their 
blood  in  that  cause,  had  taken  a 
double  interest  against  it.  Hon- 
our was  thus  engaged,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  deliver  up  into  the 
hands  of  justice  all  such  as  might 
be  found  contriving    to  spread 


heresy  in  the  most  orthodox  of 
Christian  countries;  while  the 
mercenary  feelings  of  the  lower 
classJ,  on  the  other,  urged  them 
to  the  performance  of  a  lucrative 
duty,  which  entitled  the  informer 
to  a  share  in  the  spoil  of  God's 
enemies.  Detection  was  una- 
^  voidable,  and  could  not  but  be 
foreseen. 

Egidius  was  the  first  to  fall 
under  a  strong  suspicion  of  her- 
esy, which,  a  few  years  after- 
wards, would  have  cost  him  his 
life  at  the  stake.     He  was  con- 
fined in  the  solitary  prisons  of 
the  Inquisition.     His  trial  was 
conducted  with  the  slow  and  per- 
verse adroitness  which  belongs 
to  the  Holy  Tribunal.     It  was 
imbittered  by  the  animosity  of 
Peter  Diaz,  one  of  the  inquisi- 
tors, who,  to  obviate  the  impu- 
tation of  partiality    to  an  old 
friend,  whose  opinions  he  had,  ^ 
at  one  time,  embraced,  was  now 
eager  to  evince  uncommon  ar- 
dour in  the  defence   of  ortho- 
doxy.    Arias,  the  Hieronymite 
protestant,    whom    Egidius  ap- 
pointed his  advocate,  basely  be- 
trayed his  client,  for  fear  of  rais- 
ing suspicions    against  himself. 
Yet  the  prisoner  could  not  be 
convicted  of  clear  and  positive 
heresy.     He  was  sentenced  to 
three    years'    confinement,  and 
compelled  to  make  a  public  pro- 
fession of  the  Romish  faith.  It 
was  at  the  end  of  this  long  im- 
prisonment that  he  hastened  to 
visit  the  Lutherans  of  Valladolid. 
On  his  return  to  Seville,  in  1556, 
death  snatched  him    from  the 
general  persecution  which  ivgs 
then  impending.     Had  he  lived 
longer,  he  would  have  expired 
in  the  flames,  to  which  his  bones 
were  committed  in  1560. 

^'Egidius's  trial  had  led  to 
discoveries,  which,  being  after- 
wards followed  up,  put  the  gov- 


*  The  Spanish  women  do  not  take  the  name  of  their  husbands.  Even  the 
children  of  the  same  parents  used,  not  long;  since,  to  hear  different  surnames, 
taken  from  other  branches  of  the  family. 
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ernment  in  possession  of  the  ex- 
tensive plan  of  the  Spanish  prot- 
estants  for  the  overthrow  of 
Papal  despotisiu.  Subsequent 
events  contirmeJ  the  reports  of 
the  informers  Cassiodorus  de 
Reyna,  John  Perez  de  Pineda, 
and  Cyprian  de  Valera,  all 
priests,  natives,  or  inhabitants  of 
Seville,  hail  fled  out  of  the  king- 
dom, where  they  published  Span- 
ish translations  of  the  scriptures, 
and  other  works  of  avowed  prot- 
estant  tendency.  Julian  Her- 
nandez lel\  Seville,  pretending^ 
commercial  speculations,  but,  in 
reality,  to  promote  the  diffusion 
of  the  reformed  doctrines  by  the 
intro<i!iction  of  books.  On  his 
returfi  he  was  seized,  tortured 
anil  convicted  of  having:  smug- 
gled a  great  number  of  works, 
concealed  in  double  casks,  hold- 
ing a  small  portion  of  French 
wine,  between  an  outer  and  an 
inner  range  of  staves. 

"  But  what  appears  to  have, 
at  once,  disclosed  the  extent  of 
the  rising  sect,  was  the  decla- 
ration of  an  unfortunate  female, 
who,  though  a  most  zealous  par- 
tizan  of  the  reformation,  was 
<loomed  to  be  the  involuntary 
cause  of  its  utter  destruction  in 
Spain.  Maria  Gomoz  was  a  wid- 
ow, who  lived  as  housekeeper, 
with  Doctor  Zafra,  vicar  of  the 
parish  of  St.  Vincent,  at  Seville, 
ixfter  the  death  of  Egidius,  Zaf- 
ra was  among  the  chief  leaders 
of  the  protestants,  and  Maria,  the 
most  constant  atiendant  at  the 
secret  meetings  where  her  mas- 
ter officiated.  Whether  the  effort 
which  the  abjuration  of  early 
religious  principles  had  cost  her, 
was  such  as  to  impair  her  health, 
or  the  fear  of  detection  had 
divelt  too  long  and  painfully  on 
her  mind,  the  poo^  woman  be- 
came deranged,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  confine  her.  In  this 
slate  she  eluded  the  vigilance 
of  her  keepers,  ran  straight  to 
the  inquisition,  and  made  a  com- 
plete   disclosure    of  what  she 


knew.  The  derangement  of  the 
witness  was  so  evident,  that 
Zatra  would  not  confirm  her  ac- 
count by  a  flight,  which  must 
have  proved  destructive  to  his 
friends.  But  the  inquisitors, 
who  strictly  keep  the  rule  of 
considering  every  accusation  as 
true,  though  the  most  absurd, 
in  appearance,  allowed  the  alarm 
of  the  protestants  to  subside, 
and  prepared  themselves,  with 
the  assistance  of  government,  to 
strike  a  final  and  decisive  blow 
on  a  party  who&e  strength  they 
began  to  fear. 

"  We  possess  no  direct  infor- 
mation as  to  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  discovery  of  the 
protestants  at  Valladolid.  But, 
as  the  leaders  of  both  churches 
were  united  in  sentiments  and 
designs,  it  is  natural  to  suppose, 
that  the  accusations  which  be- 
trayed the  Andalusian  Lutherans 
would  implicate  those  of  Castile. 
So  thoroughly  did  the  inquisitors 
trace  the  religiousi  conspiracy  to 
its  last  ramifications,  that  fifteen 
years  were  employed  in  the  mi- 
nor prosecutions  which  origina- 
ted in  the  two  capital  towns. 

(To  be  continued.) 


-ON  TOE  DUTIES  WHICH  SHOULD  IM- 
MKDIATELY  SUCCEED  PUBLIC  WOR- 
SHIP. 

The  ministry  of  the  word,  and 
Other  exercises  of  public  wor- 
ship, have  been  wisely  and  gra- 
ciously appointed,  to  impart  to 
us  the  knowledge  and  possession 
of  true  religion.  And  where  re- 
ligion is  possessed,  they  are  de- 
signed to  call  it  into  active  op- 
eration, and  bring  it  to  maturity 
and  vigour. 

They  are  means  for  the  at- 
tainment of  important  ends,  and 
those  ends  are,  the  power  of  re- 
ligion in  the  soul,  and  the  exem- 
plification of  it  in  the  life. 
These  means  occupy  the  same 
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place  m  relation  to  our  souls 
which  food  does  to  our  bodies. 
The  great  end  of  our  existence, 
is  not  to  eat  and  drink  ;  but  we 
partake  of  the  provision  of  the 
table,  that  our  bodies  may  be 
strengthened,  and  that  thereby 
we  may  be  able  to  perform  the 
duties  of  life.  With  such  views, 
we  ought  to  attend  on  the  pub- 
lic worship  of  God  ;  not  as  con- 
stituting the  whole  of  our  per- 
sonal religion ;  but  as  means 
by  which  the  growth,  and  vig- 
our, and  activity  of  our  personal 
religion  are  to  be  promoted.  If 
we  do  not  keep  these  objects  in 
view,  we  shall  not  be  doers  of 
the  word,  but  hearers  only,  de- 
ceiving our  own  selves. 

As  I  have  already  called  the 
attention  of  your  readers  to  that 
state  of  mind  in  which  they 
should  go  to  the  house  of  God, 
and  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
should  join  in  the  solemnities  of 
public  worship ;  1  hupe  they 
will  receive  with  candour,  a  few 
suggestions,  on  the  feelinifs  and 
conduct  proper  to  be  observed, 
when  they  have  retired  from 
these  services. 

Hearers  of  the  word  ought 
seriously  to  implore  the  divine 
blessing  on  the  truths  they  have 
heard. 

The  Lord  only  can  teach  you 
to  profit.  Whoever  may  be 
your  public  instructer ;  with 
whatever  clearness  and  strength 
of  argument  he  may  address  your 
understandings;  with  whatever 
warmth  and  pathos  he  may  affect 
your  passions;  or  with  whatever 
fidelity  and  skill  he  may  level 
the  truth  at  your  consciences  ; 
yet  as  to  all  holy  and  lasting 
effects,  no  good  will  be  done 
without  the  blessing  of  God. 
He  is  the  Father  of  lights,  and 
the  giver  of  every  good  and  per- 
fect gift.  He  only  can  make  the 
gospel  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation  ;  and  the  instrument  of 
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consolation  and  purity  to  your 
souls. 

How  important  then,  that  you 
should  leave  the  house  of  God 
with  devout  breathings,  that  the 
word  of  grace  may  be  blessed  to 
your  good  !  You  should  pray  to 
Him,  that,  by  the  ministry  of  the 
word,  your  understandings  may 
be  enlightened,  and  your  affec- 
tions elevated;  that  your  wills 
may  be  subdued,  and  your  tem- 
per and  lives  more  conformed  to 
the  image  of  Christ.  Nov 
should  you  be  merely  concerned 
for  yourselves  ;  you  ought  ear- 
nestly to  pray,  that  the  word 
of  the  Lord  may.  have  free 
course  and  be  glorified,  even  a3 
it  is  with  you."  These  breath- 
ings of  pious  desire  may  ascend 
to  God  as  you  are  returning  from 
his  worship,  and  you  will  find  it 
profitable  >vhen  you  arrive  at 
your  habitations,  to  plead  with 
God  that  a  blessing  may  attend 
his  word. 

Endeavour  to  retain  what  you 
have  heard.  If  you  would  de- 
rive real  profit  from  the  services 
of  the  sanctuary  you  must  re- 
member the  truths  which  have 
been  delivered  by  the  ministers 
of  Christ.  When  our  Saviour 
prayed  for  his  disciples  he  said, 
''sanctify  them  through  thy  truth, 
thy  word  is  truth."  It  is  evident, 
from  this  petition,  that  the  truth 
is  an  instrument  employed  by 
the  spirit  of  God  in  promoting 
our  sanctification.  But  how  can 
the  truth  sanctify  us  if  we  are 
ignorant  of  it  ;  or  what  benefit 
can  we  derive  from  the  word 
preached,  if  we  forget  what  we 
hear?  ''  All  scripture  is  g^veo  by 
inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profit- 
able for  doctrine,  for  reproof, 
for  correction,  for  instruction  in 
righteousness;  that  the  man  of 
God  may  be  perfect,  thoroughly 
furnished  unto  all  good  works." 
But  how  can  either  the  scrip- 
ture, or  the  explanation  and  il- 
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lustration  of  it  be  profitable,  if 
it  be  DOt  impressed  oa  the  mem- 
ory and  the  heart  ? 

We  all  know  that  it  is  not 
the  quantity  ncr  the  quality  of 
the  food  which  we  eat,  that  of 
itself  nourishes  our  frames.  It 
must  be  subjected  to  the  process 
of  digestion,  it  must  be  eonverted 
into  chyle  and  blood — and  then 
enter  the  heart,  and  issue  from 
it  into  innumerable  channels,  be- 
fore it  imparts  life  and  vigour  to 
the  system.  Such  is  the  process 
of  divine  truth.  To  derive  real 
benefit  from  it,  we  must  mark, 
learn,  understand,  and  inwardly 
digest  what  we  hear.  It  is  not 
sufficient  that  we  hear.  The 
Redeemer  says,  "  Blessed  are 
they  that  hear  the  word  of  God, 
and  keep  it."  We  must  keep  it 
in  our  memories  and  in  our 
hearts.  By  pursuing  this  course, 
it  may  be  expected  that  the  seed 
of  the  word  will  bring  forth  fruit 
to  the  glory  of  God.  We  have 
an  affecting  description  of  forget- 
ful hearers  in  the  language  of 
inspiration.  For  if  any  be  a 
hearer  of  the  word,  and  not  a 
doer,  he  is  like  unto  a  man  be- 
holding his  natural  face  in  a 
glass  :  for  he  beholdeth  himself, 
and  goeth  his  way,  and  straight- 
way forgetteth  what  manner  of 
man  he  was." 

Let  me  then  request  your 
readers,  when  they  leave  the 
house  of  God,  to  avoid  topics 
of  conversation  which  are  not 
connected  with  what  they  have 
heard.  Endeavour  to  collect 
your  thoughts.  Call  up  to  re- 
membrance as  much  as  possible 
what  you  have  heard  ;  and  pon- 
der upon  it,  until  it  leaves  some 
powerful  and  indelible  impres- 
sions on  your  minds.  Such  of 
you  as  are  young,  will  find  it  of 
great  advantage  to  record  at 
home  the  text  on  which  the  dis- 
course was  founded,  and  as  many 
interesting  remarks  as  you  can 
recollect.     This  exercise  will 


strengthen  your  memory,  it  will 
also  serve  to  fix  your  attention 
when  hearing  the  gospel — and 
it  may  be  followed  with  saving 
effects  to  your  souls. 

I  shall  never  forget  the  many 
interesting  Sabbath  evenings 
which  I  passed  under  the  roof 
of  my  late  venerable  and  pious 
father.  When  the  family  were 
seated  around  the  domestic 
hearth,  after  prayer  to  God, 
each  one  was  mterrogated  con- 
cerning the  public  services  of 
the  day.  It  was  expected  that 
one  should  name  the  text — that 
another  should  say  something  of 
the  introduction  to  the  discourse, 
and  that  another  should  describe 
tbe  outlines  of  the  sermon.  In 
this  way,  a  tenderness  of  feeling 
was  produced — restraints  were 
imposed  on  the  conscience — and 
impressions  were  left  on  the 
minds  of  several  of  the  children, 
which,  I  trust,  will  only  termi- 
nate in  the  unfading  enjoyments 
of  heaven. 

Were  such  a  course  pursued 
by  christians,  it  would  enlarge 
their  knowledge  and  confirm 
their  faith  ; — it  would  also  ele- 
vate their  religious  feelings,  and 
give  a  consistency  of  character, 
which  would  render  their  chris- 
tian profession  amiable  and  use- 
ful. 

And  if  hearers  generally 
would  be  persuaded  to  meditate 
on  the  warnings  and  exhortations 
which  are  delivered  to  them  in 
public,  we  might  hope  to  see 
more  blessed  effects  produced. 
If  faith  comes  by  hearing,  and 
hearing  by  the  word  of  God  ; 
the  remembrance  of  what  has 
been  heard,  and  serious  reflec- 
tions upon  it,  might  be  the  means 
of  salvation  to  the  soul. 

Hearers  should  leave  the 
house  of  God  with  a  determina- 
tion to  practice  what  has  been 
enforced. 

We  are  commanded  by  an  A- 
postle,  to  "  be  doers  of  the  word 
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and  not  hearers  only,  deceiving 
our  own  selves."  Christianity  is 
not  a  mere  theory,  designed  for 
amusement  oi  speculation.  It 
is  a  practical  system.  Us  grand 
object  is,  to  turn  men  from  sin  to 
holiness;  and  from  the  love  of 
the  world  to  the  love  of  God. 
"  For  the  grace  of  God  that 
bringeth  salvation  hath  appeared 
to  all  men  ;  teaching  us,  that  de- 
nying ungodliness  and  worldly 
lusts,  we  should  live  soberly, 
righteously,  and  godly,  in  this 
present  world."  Men  should 
hear,  then,  with  a  view  of  being 
doers  of  the  word. 

What  does  this  word  com- 
mand ?  It  commands  men  to  flee 
from  the  wrath  to  come.  U  calls 
upon  the  wicked  to  forsake  his 
way,  and  the  unrighteous  man 
his  thoughts.  It  declares,  that 
"  he  who  believeth  on  the  Son 
hath  everiasting  life  ;  and  he 
that  believeth  not  the  Son  shall 
not  see  life  ;  but  the  wrath  of 
God  abideth  on  him."  Such  be- 
ing the  solemn  statements,  and 
authoritative  requirements  of 
revelation,  every  one  should  feel 
a  deep  anxiety  to  be  a  doer  of 
this  word  On  retiring  from  the 
solemnities  of  public  worship,  it 
is  important  that  each  one 
should  ask  himself;  Have  I  fled 
from  the  wrath  to  come  ?  Have 
1  forsaken  my  wicked  ways?  Am 
1  a  believer  on  the  Son  of  God, 
or  is  eternal  wrath  abiding  on 
me  ?  Hearing  the  word  will  be 
of  no  advantage,  if  the  voice  of 
warning  is  disregarded,  and  the 
invitations  of  mercy  are  not 
accepted.     It  is  said  of  some, 

that  the  word  preached  did 
not  profit  them,  not  being  mixed 
with  faith  in  them  that  heard  it." 

The  gospel  also  enjoins  va- 
rious duties  on  Christians.  It 
commands  them  to  walk  not  af- 
ter the  flesh  but  after  the  spirit. 
It  requires  them  to  crucify  the 
flesh  with  its  affections  and  lusts  ; 
and  to  lay  aside  every  weight, 


and  the  sin  that  doth  most  easily 
beset  them.  It  shews  them  in 
what  way  they  are  to  glorify 
God,  and  how  they  can  be  most 
useful  to  their  fellow  men. 
When,  therefore,  they  return 
from  the  house  of  God,  they 
should  seriously  inquire,  what 
duties  have  been  explained  and 
enforced  ?  And  the>  should  sol- 
emnly resolve,  that  whatever 
may  have  been  their  former  de- 
ficiencies, they  will,  in  future, 
live  in  all  holy  obedience  to  the 
divine  commands. 

I  shall  now  close  this  commu- 
nication, by  off"ering  a  few  rea- 
sons in  support  of  the  duties 
which  I  have  recommended. 

A  neglect  of  them  will  be 
dangerous.  If  you  are  satisfied 
with  being  hearers  only,  you  are 
deceiving  yourselves.  It  is  af- 
fecting to  think,  that  persons 
may  indulge  the  persuasion  that 
they  are  pleasing  God,  and  pur- 
suing the  path  to  heaven,  when, 
alas  !  the  contrary  is  the  case. 
Perhaps  some  who  read  this  may 
be  cherishing  a  spirit  of  self  com- 
placency, because  they  attend 
regularly  on  the  ministry  of  the 
word,  and  manifest  a  respect 
and  kindness  for  those  who  deliv- 
er the  messages  of  salvation. 
But  this  falls  far  short  ol'  the 
christian  character.  You  may 
hear  the  word,  and  yet  remain  in 
a  state  of  indiff"erence  and  un- 
belief. Nothing  can  be  more  de- 
lusive than  the  hope  that  is 
founded  on  being  a  hearer  of  the 
word,  while  that  word  is  not  re- 
ceived. 

The  performance  of  the  duties 
I  have  brought  into  view,  will 
be  followed  with  the  most  hap- 
py conser^uences. 

But  whoso  looketh,  (says  the 
apostle  James^)  into  the  perfect 
law  of  liberty,  and  conlinueth 
therein,  he  being -not  a  forgt  tful 
hearer,  but  a  doer  of  the  work, 
this  fian  shall  be  blessed  in  his 
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deed."  There  is,  in  this  pas- 
sage, an  intimation,  that  it  re- 
quires watchfulness  and  labour 
to  remember  what  is  heard,  and  to 
receive  and  retain  it,  so  that  it 
shall  become  the  ingrafted  word 
of  God,  able  to  make  men  wise 
unto  salvation.  It  calls  for 
christian  effort  to  understand  and 
practice  what  is  brought  to  view 
in  the  ministry  of  the  word.  But 
the  man  who  sets  about  this 
in  seriousness  and  earnestness, 
"  shall  be  blessed  in  his  deed." 
He  shall  be  enriched  with  divine 
knowledge.  In  him  the  prom- 
ise shall  be  fulfilled  ;  "the  soul 
of  the  diligent  shall  be  made  fat. 
He  shall  grow  in  grace  and  in 
the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  He  shall 
also  abound  in  consolation.  The 
knowledge  he  receives  in  answer 
to  prayer  for  a  blessing  on  the 
word  ;  and  his  more  familiar  ac- 
quaintance with  its  promises,  and 
the  various  subjects  illustrated 
from  the  pulpit,  will  give  a  sta- 


bility to  his  mind,  and  furnish 
him  with  sources  of  comfort  and 
contidence,  so  that  he  will  stay 
himself  on  the  Lord  his  God. 

The  Lord  will  bless  him.  "  In 
keeping  thy  commandments,  (says 
the  Psalmist,)  there  is  great  re- 
ward. The  willing  and  obedi- 
ent shall  eat  the  good  of  the  land. 
The  man  who  thus  endeavours  to 
derive  profit  from  the  services 
of  the  sanctuary — who  endeav- 
ours by  praj^er,  meditation,  and 
recollection,  to  treasure  up  the 
instructions  which  he  hears,  and 
labours  to  carry  the  spirit  and 
principles  of  religion  into  the 
affairs  of  life,  shall  be  blessed 
of  God.  The  Lord  lifts  upon 
such  the  light  of  his  counte- 
nance. He  gives  the  spirit  of 
adoption,  and  an  earnest  of 
Heaven  to  those  who,  while  they 
are  dependant  on  the  grace  of 
God,  labour  that  the  means  may 
be  blessed,  which  that  grace  has 
provided,  and  on  which  they 
have  diligently  attended. 


The  Moral  Condition  and  Pros- 
pects of  the  Heaihen.    A  Sermon 

.  delivered  at  the  Old.  South 
Church  in  Bost07i^  before  the 
Foreign  Mission  Society  of  Bos- 
ion  and  vicinity^  at  their  Annual 
MeeiinfT^  Jan.  1,  1824.  By 
Benjamin  B.  Wisner^  Pastor  of 
the  Old  South  Church.  Boston.^ 
Crocker  and  Bretsaster.    pp.  36. 

It  has  been  the  fate  of  the  mis- 
sionary cause  wherever  it  has  at 
last  obtained  a  decisive  hold  on  the 
feelings  of  a  community,  to  strug- 
gle through  a  protracted  course 
of  diversified  opposition.  The 
first  call  to  this  species  of  benev- 
olence has  generally  been  made 
by  young  men,  such  as  Carey, 
snd  Mills,  and  Judson-  who  had 


resolved,  at  all  events,  to  conse- 
crate their  lives  to  the  service  of 
the  heathen.  A>sociatiug  with 
themj^elves  a  few  others  of  similar 
character,  with  alt  the  zeal  of 
reformers,  they  began  to  urge 
upon  christians,  the  universal  ob- 
ligation of  ti  e  command,  Go  ye 
into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature  Wheth- 
er they  have  stated  this  obliga- 
tion without  sufficient  care,  or 
whether  their  zeal  has  not  been 
sufficiently  tempered  with  discre- 
tion, we  pretend  not  to  say.  But 
the  first  and  almost  immediate  ef- 
fect of  this  sort  of  preaching  has 
been  a  very  universal  tremor 
among  the  ranks  of  those  pro- 
fessed christians  who  bad  not  be- 
fore devoted  any  attention  to  the 
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subject.  They  shrunk  back,  as 
though  the  roissioRaries  were  in 
possession  of  an  armament  which 
was  about  to  transplant  the  whole 
Christian  church,  willing  or  un- 
willing, to  the  prairies  of  Missou- 
ri, or  the  rice  marshes  of  Bengal. 
There  seemed  a<  first  blush  some- 
thing improbable  in  the  idea 
that  a  truth  should  have  been  in 
open  view  to  every  one  who 
looked  upon  his  bible,  and  that 
these  young  men  should  now  for 
the  first  time  have  discovered  its 
meaning  and  importance.  Hence 
the  older  part  of  community  look- 
ed upon  them  as  unwise  youths, 
whose  zeal,  far  too  fervid  for  the 
practical  purposes  of  life,  needed 
to  be  cooled  by  a  few  lessons  from 
the  more  temperate  wisdom  of 
their  fathers.  But  this  was  far 
from  being  the  only  feeling  which 
the  call  to  missionary  exertion 
awakened.  The  churches  had 
not  been  informed  of  the  state  of 
the  heathen  world.  When  this 
was  brought  before  them,  though 
they  felt  that  something  ought  to 
be  done,  the  magnitude  of  the 
field  sunk  them  into  almost  hope- 
less despondency.  And  again, 
they  had  not  before  thought  of 
much  more  than  getting  to  heav- 
en themselves.  But  now  that 
the  duty  was  urged  upon  them  of 
doing  all  in  their  power  to  get 
others  there,  they  immediately 
saw  that  thousands  around  them 
were  perishing  for  lack  of  knowl- 
edge. Hence,  said  they,  we  have 
heathen  all  about  us,  and  we  must 
first  attempt  to  do  something  for 
them.  And  besides  all  this,  the 
undertaking  costs  money  ;  and 
christians,  before  the  present 
system  of  exertions,  had  not 
learned  to  give  freely  and  cheer- 
fully, and  with  faith,  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Lord.  But  per- 
haps a  more  powerful  obstacle 
than  any  other,  or  one,  at  least, 
which  gave  to  all  the  others  their 
principal  effect,  resulted  from 
that   shuddering   anxiety,  that 


dread  of  consequences,  which  fills 
up  the  interim  between  the 
acting  of  a  dreadful  thing  and  the 
first  motion."  Here  was  a  great 
object  to  be  effected.  It  ought  to 
be  attempted,  but  bow  should  it 
be  commenced  ?  Who  should  com- 
mence it  ?  Where  should  the  first 
blow  be  struck?  Where  should 
the  first  point  of  light  be  thrown 
upon  the  darkness  which  covered 
the  earth,  the  gross  darkness 
which  covered  the  people. 
The  wisdom  of  no  one  could  be 
relied  on,  for  in  this  business  the 
wi-idora  of  no  one  had  been  tested. 
No  plan  could  be  suggested, 
against  which  a  thousand  objec- 
tions could  not  be  urged,  for 
where  the  facts  were  so  few, 
their  place  must  be  supplied  by 
imagination,  and  imagination  is 
abundantly  more  prolific  of  difii- 
culties  than  reality.  At  last,  ne- 
cessity has  driven  a  few  to  the 
adoption  of  some  plan  to  meet  the 
present  emergency  ;  this  has  in 
time  become  more  and  more  per- 
fect as  experience  has  taught 
wisdom,  and  when  once  confi- 
dence has  thus  been  established, 
the  other  difficulties  have  gradu- 
ally vanished,  and  the  cause  has 
gained  the  substantial  support  of 
the  christian  cnramuDily. 

When  the  missionary  cause  ha:» 
advanced  thus  far,  it  is  eviden: 
that  its  progress  is  not  to  be  re- 
sisted.  It  has  found  out  men  who 
have  pledged  to  it  their  lives  and 
their  fortunes,  and  their  example 
is  daily  augmenting  their  number. 
Men  begin  to  taste  the  delights  ot 
liberality,  and  their  bosoms  beat 
high  with  the  throb  of  conscious 
philanthropy.  Every  new  suc- 
cess adds  fuel  to  the  flame  of  their 
benevolence,  and  every  failure 
only  binds  them  more  indissolubly 
to  their  purpose.  They  have 
learned  how  exertion  is  to  be 
made.  They  have  learned  to 
strike  with  effect  and  in  concer*. 
They  have  learned  to  lay  then- 
plans,  and  to  wait  prnyerfully  and 
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fearlessly  for  the  full  result  of 
their  combinations.  Their  atmos- 
phere is  infectious.'Every  christian 
sees  at  once  that  this  is  acting"  in 
the  spirit  of  the  gospel.  He  at  first 
feels  ashamed  to  oppose  ;  he  then 
feels  ashamed  not  to  assist,  and  at 
last  comes  to  throw  with  alacrity 
his  mile  of  exertions  and  intlueoce 
into  the  treasury  of  the  Lord. 

But  when  the  cause  has  once 
gained  this  elevation,  it  has  other 
enemies  to  combat.     Whilst  the 
church  quietly  looked  on,  or  rose 
in  opposition,  the  men  of  the 
world  were  silent,  if  not  friendly 
to  the  missionary  enterprise.  The 
attempt  could  at  least  do  no  harm. 
Sympathy  was  awakened  at  the 
sight  of  a  few  men,  for  obviously 
no  selfish  motive,  struggling  al- 
most alone  to  benefit  a  world  of 
miserable  heathen.    And  besides, 
no  strong  appeal  was  made  to  the 
charities  of  the  public,  nor  was 
its  indifference'  confronted  and 
contrasted  with  elevated  christian 
liberality.    But  when  once  this 
cause   has   assumed  an  attitude 
which  brings  it  prominently  into 
public  view,  and  challenges  the 
support  of  every  man  who  wishes 
well  to  his  species,  a  host  of  op- 
position instantly  takes  the  field. 
The  undertaking  is  branded  as 
Quixotic,  and  in  a  most  appalling 
degree  inhuman.    We  are  told 
that  the  heathen  are  well  enough 
off  in  the  world  that  is,  and  will 
be  in  no  danger  in  that  which  is 
io  coDae.    We  are  accused  of  in- 
terrupting the  peace  of  nations, 
disturbing  the  harmony  of  fami- 
iies;  in  a  word,  that  the  thing  we 
are  attempting  is  impracticable, 
and  useless  if  it  be  not  imprac- 
ticable, and  if  useful  and  practica- 
ble, we  are  attempting  it  in  pre- 
cisely the  worst  of  all  possible 
methods. 

We  mention  these  things  not  as 
subjects  for  complaint.  No,  we 
rejoice  that  it  is  so.  If  the  sup- 
porters of  the  cause  cannot  both 
inv.ei  argp.iKcnt  and  bear  ridicule. 


we  would  give  but  little  for  their 
assistance  The  more  the  merits 
of  the  subject  are  discussed,  the 
better  will  they  be  known,  and 
the  firmer  grasp  they  will  take 
upon  the  feelings  of  the  commu- 
nity. The  old  will  love  the  cause 
more,  and  the  young  will  under- 
stand its  merits  better  for  every 
such  investigation.  The  mission- 
ary eause,  like  the  Pine  of  Claa 
Alpine 

"Moored  on  the  rifted  rock, 

Proof  to  the  tempest's  shock, 
The  firmer  he  roots  him  the  broad- 
[er  it  blow." 

Nothing  can  please  us  belter 
than  whatever  tends  to  bring  the 
subject  fairly  before  the  tribunal 
of  enlightened  public  opinion. 

Such  we  think  to  be  the  state 
of  the  misjii*)nary  cause  in  our 
own  country.    It  has  very  gene- 
rally enlisted  under  its  banners 
ail  of  every  name  who  bear  the 
image  of  Christ.    But  it  still  has 
many  oppo«ers.    Its  mer*ls  are 
not  fully  understood,  nor  i."  i\s  be- 
nevolence duly   appreciated.  It 
needs    that    these    should  be 
brought   prominently    and  tre- 
quenlly  before  the  public,  and 
that  every  objection  worth  notice 
should  be  fairlj  and  candidl)'  dis- 
cussed.   Vituperation  should  be 
most  carefully  avoided  by  all  the 
friends  of  missions.    The  cause 
is  too  elevated  for  appeals  to  any 
other  than  the  nobler  sympathies 
of  man.     It  certainly  needs  not 
the  aid  of  invective.    It  can  do 
without  it,  and  if  not,  it  certainly 
cannot  do  with  it.    It  becomes 
the  advocate  of  missions  to  stand 
forth  bold  in  the  consciousness  of 
honest  benevolence,  and  exhibit 
lucidly  and  feelingly  thd'claims  of 
the  cause  he  is  supporting.  He 
should  take  the  ground  of  a  man 
willing  to  be  convinced  if  he  is 
wrong,  and  most  desirous  to  con- 
vince others  if  he  is  right.  In 
this  way  the  cause  will  prosper. 
It  has  claims  upon  the  man  of 
ta?t8j  the  man  of  feeling,  and  the 
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philanthropist,  which  no  other 
cause  can  present  It  will  yet 
sway  the  whole  christian  church, 
melt  down  into  one  mass  every 
friend  of  man,  eng"ross  th«  atten- 
tion of  cabinets  and  councils,  and 
throw  its  mighty  weiafht  on  one 
side  or  the  other  of  every  grand 
political  combination. 

Wo  are  happy  to  observe  that 
a  course  similar  to  that  which  we 
have  noticed,  has  been  pursued 
by  the  author  of  the  very  able 
sermon  whose  title  stands  at  the 
head  of  the  present  article.  He 
has  devoted  this  discourse  to  the 
consideration  of  one  single  ques- 
tion of  vital  importa.'ice  to  the 
missionary  cause,  namely.  What 
is  the  present  state,  and  what  are 
the  future  prospects  of  the  hea- 
then world?  The  whole  discus- 
sion is  conducted  in  the  style  of 
temperate,  logical,  and  manly  ar- 
gument. We  have  not  noticed 
a  single  expression  which  at  all 
savoured  of  unkind  feeling,  nor  a 
single  argument  of  which  the  con- 
clusion, so  far  as  we  see,  could  be 
resisted.  Mr.  Wisner  attempts  to 
establish  the  position  that  the 
heathen  who  die  m  their  present 
state,  so  far  at  least,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  as  that  state  has 
been  known,  will  be  inevitably 
lost.  We  will  briefly  present  our 
readers  with  an  abstract  of  his 
argument. 

The  text  is  in  Rom.  vii.  9. 
"  We  have  before  proved^  both 
Jevi's  and  Gentiles^  that  they  are 
all  under  sin."  The  sermon  is 
divided  very  properly  into  two 
stages  of  argument.  The  object 
of  the  first,  is  to  establish  the 
position,  that  the  Apostle  con- 
sidered the  heathen  of  his  own 
time  exposed  to  the  fearful  con- 
sequences of  sin  disclosed  in  the 
scriptures;  and  of  the  second,  to 
prove  that  the  heathen  are  now 
in  the  same  moral  condition,  and 
exposed  to  the  same  condemna- 
tion, as  they  ever  were. 


1st.  The  proof  of  the  first 
po<^ition  is  drawn  from  tha  phrase 
in  the  text,  ^'  under  sin."  This, 
evidently,  means  ''to  be  sinful.'* 
It  indicates,  they  were  consider- 
ed by  the  apostle  as  transgres- 
sors of  the  law,  and,  as  to  every 
law  a  penalty  must  be  attached, 
they  were  exposed  to  that  penal- 
ty, whatever  it  might  be.  The 
second  argument  is  drawn  from 
the  expression  in  the  19th  verse, 

the  whole  world  is  guilty  be- 
fore God.*'  The  proof  from 
this  argument  is  very  nearly  the 
same  with  that  of  the  first.  "  To 
be  guilty,"  and  to  be  a  sinner," 
mean  substantially  the  same 
thing;  only  in  the  latter  case, 
the  mit»d  is  directed  specially  to 
the  action,  and  in  the  former,  to 
the  offender.  A  guilty  man  is 
always  a  transgressor,  though  a 
transgressor  may  not  always  be 
guilty  ;  he  may  not  have  known 
nor  have  had  the  means  of 
knowing  that  his  action  was 
wrong.  The  conclusion  then, 
to  which  these  two  arguments 
bring  us,  is,  that  the  heath- 
en are  sinners  and  are  guilty,  and 
are,  therefore,  exposed  to  the 
condemnation  of  the  law  of  God. 

But  what  is  this  condemnation  ? 
The  author  proceeds  to  show  in 
the  3d  place,  that  the  apostle 
believed,  that  it  was  ^' (he  wrath 
of  God."  Verse  18.  And  in  the 
32d  verse,  that  in  the  judgment 
of  God,  those  who  *jjossessed 
the  character  of  the  then  heath- 
en, were  '*  worthy  of  death." 
And  in  the  12lh  verse  of  the 
second  chapter,  he  declares,  that 
they  who  had  sinned  without 
law,  that  is,  witliout  the  light  of 
revelation,  shall  porish  without 
law;  lhat  is,  without  being  judg- 
ed by  revelation.  Hence  it  is 
evident,  that  their  condemnation 
must  be  death.  In  the  next 
place,  he  shows  that  it  is  death" 
eternal.  In  the  6th  chapter  of 
this  Epistle,  the  apostle,  speaking 
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«f  the  former  heathen  life  of  the 
llomans,  ask^  5  "What  fruit  had  ye 
in  those  thinc^s  whereof  ye  are 
now  ashamed,  for  the  end  of 
these  things  is  death ;  for  the 
wages  '  of  sin  is  death.  The 
WajS^es  of  sin  is  d^ath,  but  the 
gift  of  God,  is  eternal  life 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 
'"•Here  it  is  evident,  the  sentence 
is  antithetic,  and  that  the  same 
range  of  interpretation  is  to  be 
given  to  death  in  the  former,  as 
to  life  in  the  latter  clause.  Of 
course,  we  here  have  the  apostle 
asserting^  that  the  wages,  the 
merited  and  just  recornpenae  of 
the  things  whereof  they  were 
ashamed,  and  of  which  he  had 
asserted  the  whole  heathen 
world  to  be  guilty,  was  eternal 
death.  And  5thiy,  the  same  de- 
cision is  given  in  his  Epistle  to 
the  Ephesians,  in  which  he  de- 
clares, that  whilst  they  were 
Gentiles,  they  were  children  of 
wrath,  having  no  hope  in  the 
world."  "  Children  of  wrath," 
means  liable  to,  or  deserving  the 
wrath  of  God.  Such  was  their 
state  when  Gentiles,  and  more- 
over, it  was  "  without  hope." 
\nd  here  the  author  asks  very 
.)ertinently,  Were  they  to  en- 
ter heaven  at  death  ?  Then 
there  was  hope  in  their  case. 
iVere  they  to  suffer  a  tempora- 
ry punishment  at  death,  and  then 
enter  heaven ;  then  there  waa 
'nope  in  their  case.  But  Paul 
says  there  was  no  hope.  They 
were  exposed  to  eternal  death." 
Lastly,  the  author  eloquently  ur- 
ges, from  the  dangers,  imprison- 
ments, and  diverse  persecutions 
which  Paul  endured  for  the  sake 
of  preaching  the  gospel  to  the 
heathen,  that  he  believed  such 
to  be  their  danger.  From  such 
repeated  declarations,  and  from 
a  whole  life  spent  in  a  man- 
ner .  for  which  nothing  but 
such  sentiments  will  account,  we 
think  the  author  conclusively 
proves,  that  the  inspired  apostle 


to  the  Gentiles,  undoubtedly, 
considered  the  heathen  to  whom 
he  preached,  exposed  to  the 
eternal  wrath  of  God. 

This  leads  us  to  the  second 
stage  of  the  argument,  in  which 
the  question  is,  Is  this  decis- 
ion of  the  apostle  applicable  to 
the  heathen  of  the  present  day?" 
Here  Mr.  W.  states  the  almost  self 
evident  proposition,  that  "since 
the  principles  of  the  divine  gov- 
ernment are  ever  the  same, 
and  since  the  Bible  correctly  de- 
velops these  principles;  what- 
ever the  Bible  declares  concern- 
ing any  description  of  character 
in  one  a^e,  is  true  of  the  same 
description  of  character  in  all 
ages."  To  determine,  therefore, 
what  are  the  prospects  ot  the 
heathen  now,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  inquire,  whether  their 
moral  character  be  the  same 
with  that  which  the  apostle  de- 
nojninales  by  the  term,  "  under 
sin ;"  and  which,  he  declared, 
exposed  them  to  the  wrath  of 
God  to  "hopeless"  ''eternal" 
death. 

In  conducting  this  inquiry,  the 
author  examines  the  moral  char- 
acter of  the  heathen  of  the  East- 
ern continent  and  its  islands,  and 
of  the  aborigines  of  America.  The 
specifications  of  Paul,  he  re- 
marks, respecting  the  Gentiles  of 
his  time,  may  be  arranged  under 
the  following  heads,  "  those 
which  refer  to  duties  to  God," 
and  "  those  which  refer  to  duties 
to  roan." 

1st.  The  apostle  declares  that 
the  heathen  of  that  age  "knew 
God."  That  is,  at  ^least  the 
learned  heathen  knew  the  exis- 
tence of  one  supreme  God,  In 
the  same  manner,  the  Aborigines 
of  America,  and  the  heathen  of 
the  Eastern  continent,  at  present, 
generall}^,  if  not  universally,  be- 
lieve in  the  existence  of  one  su- 
preme Deit}',  uncreated  and 
eternal.  But,  adds  the  apostle, 
"  they  glorified  him  not  as  God, 
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but  changed  the  fflory  of  the 
incorruptible  Gad  into  an  image 
made  like  to  corruptihle  tnan,  and 
to  birds,  and  four  footed  l)easts, 
and  creeping  things."    The  ;iu 
thor   then    shows  conclii«<ivply, 
that  this  assertion     true  not  only 
of  the  ancient  heathen,  but  of  the 
aborigines  of  our  own  country,  as 
well  as  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Ea-itern  continent.  We  would 
willingly  qtjote  several  passages 
from  this  part  of  the  sermon,  but 
owr  limits  ron'*train  us  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  moral 
character  of  the  heathen,  in  re- 
spect to  relative  duties.    1  The 
Apostle    d<»sr.ribe8    the  ancient 
heathen  as  without  natural  aff^c 
tion.    The  same  is  true  of  modern 
heathen      2,  He  declares  they 
were  given  up  to  vile  affections, 
and  to  the  most  shameful  un- 
cleanness.     The  same  is  true  of 
the  <!av ages  of  the  West,  and  of 
the  idolaters  of  the  East.    3  It 
is  given  as  another  characteris- 
tic of  the  ancient  Pagans,  that 
they  were  governed  in  their  in- 
tercourse by  supreme  seltishness, 
exhibiting  itself  in  the  various 
forms  of     covetousness,  deceit, 
falsehood,  dishonesty,  and  fraud." 
The  same  remarks  apply  with 
equal  force  to  our  own  aborigines, 
and  to  all  the  various  nations  of  the 
East.    4    The  Apostle  says  of 
the  Heathen  of  his  time,  that  they 
were     nnmerciHil,  malicious,  and 
io)placable."     It  is  abundantly 
evident  that  these  epithets  may 
be  applied  with  equal  propriety 
to  the  heathen  of  the  present  day. 
The  author  then  notices  the  ob- 
jection which  is  made  to  this  doc- 
trine from  a  priori  views  of  the 
character  of  God,  and  concludes 
by  an  eloquent  appeal  to  christian 
benevolence   in   behalf  of  mis- 
sions. 

We  have  thus  only  very  briefly 
staled  the  outline  of  this  logi- 


cal,  and  to  us,  conclusive  ar- 
gument. Our  limits  forbid  us  to 
give  a  single  extract.  It  is,  how- 
ever, but  justice  to  remark,  that 
each  of  the  specifi  ations  we 
have  noticed,  i^  mnst  lully  sup- 
ported by  abundant  references  to 
authors  of  uiique;:!  ionable  veraci- 
ty, men  who  have  themselves 
witnessed  the  very  abominatitms 
which  they  describe.  In  this  de- 
partmenlofthe  subject, Mr.  W,  has 
evinced  a  spirit  of  persevering  and 
laborious  investigation,  which  we 
have  never,  on  a  similar  occa- 
sion, seen  surpassed,  and  which 
we  have  rarely  seen  equalled. 
If  we  mistake  not,  this  sermon 
has  fully  set  at  rest  one  question 
whix:h  has  caused  no  little  doubt, 
even  among  the  friends  of  mis- 
sions; it  has  established  one  fact 
which  should  stimulate  every  chris- 
tian to  unremitted  exertion, so  long 
as  there  remains  a  single  unevaii- 
gelized  humau  being  on  the  face 
of  the  earth.  To  say  more  in 
praise  of  the  sermon  were  unne- 
cessary. It  aims  at  an  important 
object ;  this  object  it  has  accom- 
plished ;  and  for  accomplishing  it 
the  author  deserves,  and  we  doubt 
not,  will  receive,  the  thanks  of 
the  chiistian  community. 

Were  we  disposed  to  look  for 
minor  faults,  we  doubt  not  the}'' 
might  be  found.  Parentheses 
are  used  too  frequently.  From 
a  desire  to  be  exactly  understood, 
the  sentences  are  sometimes  over 
burdened  with  circumstances. 
Not  enough  attention  is  paid  to 
melody  and  the  lesser  beauties 
of  writing,  nor  is  the  selection  of 
words  so  classical  as  the  nature 
of  the  subject  might  have  war- 
ranted. Kut  these  are  small  de- 
fects. They  are  lost  in  the  gene- 
ral excellence  of  the  discourse, 
and  only  teach  us  that  nothing 
human  is  exempt  from  imperfect 
tion. 
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SERAMPORE. 

The  followino^  particulars,  in 
relation  to  the  afilictive  hpreave- 
ment  '^n-^tained  at  thi*  station,  in 
the  death  of  Mr.  Ward,  will  be 
re^d  with  interest.  They  are 
tnken  from  a  letter  written  by 
]\!:  .  Pearce  to  Samaei  Hope,E*q. 
ot  Liverpool. 

'•"The  funeral  was  attended  by 
several  mij»'^ionaries  of  all  de- 
nominations; Church,  Indepen- 
d<^nt,  and  Baptii^t.  Brother  E. 
Cirey  prayed  before  the  remov- 
a'  of  th*'  body  ;  Dr.  Carey  de- 
livered an  address  at  the  ?rave, 
(in  his  n«ual  simple  and  affecting 
manner;)  and  Dr.  Marshman 
concluded  with  prayer.  Dr. 
CDfoy  dwelt  with  great  propri- 
ety on  the  loss  we  had  sustained, 
whether  we  considered  our  de- 
parted friend  as  a  christian, 
head  of  a  family,  minister,  or 
rnir^sinnary — and  in  the  latter 
character  ejspecially,  as  it  re- 
garded both  th*^  siMnlna)  in«<truG- 
tinn  and  temporal  coiniort  of  the 
Nat!\e  Brethren." 

T^iat  tills  devoted  servant  of 
Christ  was  ripening  for  glory, 
^vas  e\ident  to  those  who  had 
the  opportunity  of  remarking 
the  state  of  his  mind. 

'•^  His  growing  devotion  had 
been  for  many  months  past  ob- 
served by  hir*  tViend?.  and  death 
and  the  mvi*ible  world  were  the 
c»<nim<  n  topics  of  his  conversa- 
tion with  them.  On  the  Mr^nday 
preceding  his  death,  he  united 
in  a  prayer-m^etlog  with  the 
Church  SoctetyV  mis^-ioi  aries 
here,  and  u«*ed  the  followio?  ex- 
pression, indicative  of  g:eat  hu- 
mihty,  and  ardent  desire  for  the 


salvation  of  the  heathen;  ' 
Lord,  if  thou  seest  me  unfit  for 
the  carrymg  on  of  thy  cause, 
and  that  it  is  injured  by  my  cold- 
ness and  want  of  spirituality,  O 
remove  me,  and  put  others  more 
worthy  in  ray  room  !  bat  let  thy 
kingdom  come,  and  thy  will  be 
done  on  earth,  whoever  be  the 
instruments.' " 

Of  the  fragment,  mentioned  id 
the  following  paragraph,  we 
hope  to  be  able  hereafter  to 
give  some  additional  information. 

^'  He  was  writing  an  appeal 
to  European  Ctiristians  in  favour 
of  Ml!;^ionary  exertions,  nearly 
fifty  pages  of  which  had  passed 
through  the  press  before  his  de- 
cease. The  work  will  derive 
additional  interest  now  from  the 
con"»ideration  of  its  being  his  dy- 
ing effort;  and,  1  trust,  will  be 
blessed  to  produce  a  wide,  per- 
manent, and  beneficial  influence. 
And  O  that  God  would,  in  tender 
mercy  to  the  heathen,  open  the 
windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  us 
down  a  blessing;  and  having 
proved,  by  removing  such  la- 
borious and  useful  men  as  Milne, 
and  Harle,  and  Keith,  and  Ward, 
that  he  can  do  without  instru- 
ments, manitest  his  own  Al- 
mighty power  and  glory  by  con- 
verting the  world  unto  himself!'^ 


CALCUTTA. 

The  following  Extracts  are 
from  the  Journals  of  our  Cal- 
cutta brethren. 

''Janiiaty  2,  1823:  A  poor 
old  man,  named  Gomesh,  who 
heard  the  gospel  some  months 
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ago  from  Paiinchoo,  has  lately 
been  very  ill,  deeply  salivated, 
which  has  detained  him  at  home 
these    two    or    three  weeks. 
Being  a  little  better,  he  found 
his  way  to  the  station  again  to- 
day,   though   urtable  to  sj»eak 
plain  from  the  effects  of  the  cal- 
omel     He  entered  into  a  long 
and  a  very  pleasing  conversation, 
in  which  he  g;ive  me  an  account 
of  his  feelings  during  the  time 
of  his  conJinement.     I  wish  it 
was  in  my  power  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  it,  in  a  way  that  would 
do  justice  to  its  fimplirity  and 
earnestness.       I     cannot  help 
hopiUij;  he  has  found  the  "  pearl 
of  great  price."     Among«t  sev- 
eral things  he  related,  he  men- 
tioned the  following  with  great 
pleasure,  viz.  that  his  wife,  he 
hopes,  is  beginning  to  seek  sal- 
vation also.      Some  little  time 
ago,  she  used  frequently  to  re- 
proach him  for  ignorance,  say- 
ing he  knew  nothing — ought  to 
learn  of  her,  as  she  was  much 
better  acquainted  with  religion 
than  he  was  ;   to  which  he  re- 
plied, ''Well,  teach  me  then." 
It  was  a  sore  grievance  also  that 
he    did    not     seek  instruction 
among  the  Catholics  instead  of 
going  to  the  Protestants.  When 
he  would  pray  in  his  house,  in 
the  way  he  had  witnessed  with 
us,  she  would  ridicule,  or  behave 
unpleasantly.     This    was  very 
pleasing  in  one  view,  as  it  shew- 
ed he  was  in  the  habit  of  prayer, 
and  that  he  was  persevering  in 
the  duty  notwithstanding  the  op- 
position.     He  mentioned,  that 
since  he  was    contined    to  his 
house  by  affliction,  he  chanced 
one  day  to  go  into  his  room,  and 
found    his    wife    praying,  and 
making  use  of  the  same  kind  of 
language  as  he  has  u?ed  since  he 
has  learned  to  pray  of  us,  as  he 
expresses  himself.    This  circum- 
stance seems  to    have  afforded 
the  poor  old  man  great  pleasure. 
His  recent  affliction  seems  to 


have  co-operated  with  his  for- 
mer impressions  in  bringing  hiui 
near  to  the  Saviour." 

Pleasing  Account  of  a  Brahmun. 

"  Oua  friends  in  Engiaud  will 
soon  hear  of  ttie  death  of  Annn- 
da;  but  it  will  be  matter  of 
thanklulness  to  them  to  learn, 
that  we  have  now  at  the  station 
another  brahmun  who  bid**  fair 
to  he  a  second  Anunda,  (Jotj)  the 
fruit  of  the  Doorgapore  station. 

Three  years  ago,  he  was 
with  us  for  some  time,  an<l  read 
through  Matth^^w  and  part  of 
Mark,  and  then  left  us  at  the 
importunity,  it  seems,  of  an  ei- 
der brother,  a  lawyer  in  the 
native  courts,  a  man  of  conse- 
quence, and  a  great  op|»oser  to 
the  gospel.  After  three  years 
he  nnex[)ectedly  returns,  and 
seem^  more  ho{jeful  than  before. 
1  had  quite  forgi^ten  that  such 
a  p^r^on  had  been  amongst  us, 
ana  Paunchoo  seems  to  have  had 
not  the  least  expectation  of  bis 
returning  And  after  being  long 
forgotten  by  us  all,  he  came  one 
night,  and  walking  slowly  up  to 
Paunchoo's  house,  exclaim  1, 
Brother!  ''Who  are  you?"  as 
the  reply.  ''  I  am  Bagungee.  the 
brahmun,  who  was  with  you  at 
such  a  time,  and  read  the  Holy 
Book.  /  am  co  ne  alone,  with,  my 
life  in  my  hand.'*^  He  was  of 
course  welcomed,  supplied  with 
a  room,  and  has  commenced 
reading  the  scriptures  as  before, 
and  is  very  diligent.  The  Lord 
deepen  conviction  upon  his  heart, 
and  give  him  to  his  little  church 
here,  as  a  brand  plucked  out  of 
the  tire.  1  sincerely  trust,  tliis 
instance  of  divine  mercy,  for 
1  cannot  but  hope  the  hand  of 
God  is  in  it,  will  tend  to  remove 
my  scepticism.  Often  I  speak 
upon  the  subject  of  salvation  by 
Christ,  rather  as  a  duty  than  a 
delight,  and  when  persons  pre- 
sent themselves  for   inquiry,  I 
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am  apt  to  decide  upon  it  as  a  bad 
ease  in  my  own  mind,  before  I 
gcarcely  exchange  a  word  ;  and 
the  man}'  cases  wherein  we 
have  had  persons  here  for  a  little 
time,  who  have  then  ubru{>tly 
left  us,  or  g-iven  us  cau^e  to  dis- 
miss thern,  produced  upon  our 
minds  a  great  dejjfree  of  onbehef, 
and  almost  a  ternper  of  despon- 
dency. But  Gofl  is  to  be  ti  usted 
through  all  outward  discourage- 
ments. I  bad  fainted  unless  I 
bad  believer]  to  see  the  goodness 
of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the 
living."  Lord,  increase  my 
faith  ;  and  the  faith  of  my  cotn- 
panions  in  the  kjngdom  and  pa- 
tience of  Jesus  Christ."  The 
first  conversation  I  had  with  him, 
left  rather  a  doubtful  impression 
upon  my  mind.  ,  but  I  have  been 
better  pleastid  the  longer  he  has 
remained.  The  first  morning, 
nfter  a  little  conversation,  he 
asked  me  whefjier  or  no  infants 
^vere  accounted  sinners,  and  so 
in  a  state  of  condemnation  ?  in- 
istead  of  giving  any  direct  reply, 
I  recited  the  passage  from  Luke, 

Lord,  are  there  few  that  be 
saved,"  together  with  the  reply 
Christ  gave,  and  took  occasion  to 
insist  upon  the  importance  of  a 
serious  attention  to  our  own  sal- 
vation, rather  than  to  direct  our 
B  inds  by  an  uncalled  for  concern 
about  ti'  it  in  which  he  liad  no 
interest.  I  have  bad  nothing  of 
the  sort  since,  but  all  has  appear- 
ed serious. 

'-^  loth.  The  brabmun  con- 
tinues to  give  increasing  satisfac- 
tion. Jiis  diligence  in  reading 
the  scri{»tures  is  very  pleasing, 
and  the  increase  of  christian 
knowledge,  proportionate.  1 
have  also  perceived  a  very 
marked  sobriety  in  bis  deport- 
ment. No  irreverence  and  levi 
ty,  nor  any  unprofitable  remarks. 
IJis  diligence  in  reading  the 
scriptures  puts  me  in  inind  of 
that  illustration  of  the  kuigdcm 
ti  Gcd.  in  the  man  who  isvent  cut 


seeking  goodly  pearls.  He  ha^t  al- 
ready gone  tUrough  the  four  gog- 
pels,  the  Acts,  and  nearly  the 
epistie  to  the  Romans  He  tru- 
ly answers  to  the  character  of 
an  inquirer,  for  the  whole  of  his 
work  seems  to  be  the  attain'^neut 
of  scripture  truth.  1  have  great' 
erhope  of  him  than  ever  1  en- 
tertained of  Anunda,  previous  to 
his  baptism.  fie  appears  to 
have  much  more  application  and 
more  determined  seriousness, 
though  he  is  an  older  man,  and 
therefore  it  might  he  expected. 
In  our  place  of  worship  this 
morning  he  made  some  very 
seasonable  remarks  to  the  peo- 
[de  who  were  collected  to  hear. 
If  he  continues  as  he  has  yet 
gone  OD,  I  cannot  doubt  of  his 
turning  out  a  very  consistent 
christian,  and  I  begin  to  hope,  a 
useful  preacher  too.  Pauiichoo 
seems  to  take  a  great  deal  of 
pains  with  him,  and  is  not  a  little 
delighted  with  his  improvement. 
His  Brahminical  thread,  maias, 
&c.  he  has  taken  off,  and  given 
to  brother  Penney.  With  us  he 
at  present  receives  his  daily 
food,  and  has  had  one  piece  of 
cloth  ;  and  besides  thi?,  I  have 
not  heard  one  word  upon  his 
worldly  atfairs,  and  this  is  no 
small  thing  to  say.  1  believe  \us 
food  is  of  the  very  plainest  kind, 
so  that  1  knf>w  not  how  he  could 
do  with  any  thing  less.  Being  a 
Brahoiun  of  the  Cooley  cast,  lie 
might  live  in  luxury,  il  he  pleas- 
ed ;  but  he  sa^s,  '•''having  found 
the  way  of  lite."  he  has  as  much 
as  he  needs.  His  brother,  who 
is  wealthy,  or  at  leaxt,  m  good 
circu»r)stance?,  says  he  will  main- 
tain bim  if  he  will  leave  us  and 
go  home  He  says  in  reply, 
"  You  know  I  have  been  this 
way  ever  since  1  was  here  three 
yeyis  ago  ;  and  1  am  and  shall  be 
a  christian."  Three  or  four 
people  Avere  sent  by  bis  brother 
to  })arley  with  him  ;  but  it  was 
to  no  effect.    I^early  a  fortnight, 
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ago  I  asked  him  to  pray  at  our 
evening  worship;  but  he  excus 
ed  hnns^elf,  I  slopped  about 
ten  (lav«»,  and  asked  him  again : 
he  con!ipii(4'd,  but  was  very  low 
and  very  short,  only  uttering 
a  f<nv  broken  sentences.  It  was, 
however,  very  j^ratify mjSf ;  lor 
thtJiitfh  bis  words  were  Jtw^  they 
appeared ^/.ij/  chosen.  His  way  of 
expre»i?in^>:  his  sense  ot'sin  appear- 
ed vrry  evangelical :  we  have  lit- 
tle doubt  he  will  gain  confidence 
in  due  time.  His  dili^fence  and 
seriousne!»s  promise  exceeding^iy 
well,  and  I  hope  be  will  prove 
a  useful  instrument  in  making 
the  tfnth  known  to  other?; 
though  hi^i  utterance  ^  ill  prob- 
ably never  be  so  ready  aQd  for- 
cible as  Faunchoo's." 


HONDURAS. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Bourne, 
dnted  April  3Clh  last,  gives  the 
fiiHowing  account  of  a  visit  he 
had  pan!  to  several  places  under 
the  >pani'*h  dominion,  lying  to 
the  southward  of  Belize. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  last,  I 
have  taken  two  voyages  to  the 
southward.  The  first  was  about 
two  hundred  miles  to  the  Span- 
ish settlement  of  Amao,  where  1 
remained  a  few  days.  The  peo- 
ple are  in  a  very  wretched  stat^ 
as  it  respects  religion.  1  was  in- 
troduced to  the  Commandant, 
who  after  making  some  inquiries. 
Slated  that  he  should  be  happy 
to  give  me  any  information  he 
could,  and  that  all  they  required 
was  conformity  to  the  civil  au- 
thorities. There  is  a  fort  and 
garrison  at  this  place  ;  there  is 
a  priest  also,  who  invited  me  to 
come  and  see  him.  1  called  at 
his  house,  and  spent  about  an 
hour  in  conversation  with  him; 
he,  though  probably  one  of  the 
richest  merchants  in  the  place, 
appe?red  a  very  illiterate  man. 


He  told  ra*»  his  house  was  at  rny 
service  while  1  remained  there  ; 
for  which  I  thanked  him,  but  (Ud 
not  avail  myself  of  his  offer. 
One  woman,  from  hearing  of 
what  she  su[iposed  to  be  a  priest, 
CHtne  to  me,  wishing  to  confess; 
but  I  dispensed  with  her  off-T, 
praying  she  might  go  to  a  high- 
er source  for  f<)rgiveness.  Soon 
after  my  r  turn  irom  this  place, 
an  opportunity  piesenied,  and  1 
entered  on  my  second  voyage. 
This  was  up  the  Gulf  of  Dalie 
to  Isabella.  The  passage  up 
the  Gulf  was  the  most  delight- 
ful of  its  kind  I  ever  saw.  As 
we  sailed  up,  the  mountains  on 
either  side  us  were  very  high, 
nearly  perpendicular,  and  cov- 
ered with  a  rich  variety  of  the 
most  veidant  foliage.  This  con- 
tinued for  about  twenty  miles, 
when  the  river  opened  into  a 
large  lagoon,  which  took  us 
nearly  a  day  to  sail  across  ;  here 
the  land  brought  the  water  again 
into  a  narrow  compass,  which 
continued  for  some  few  miles, 
when  we  were  introduced  into 
a  still  larger  lagoon.  After  sail- 
ing a  whol6  day  in  one  directioA 
across  it,  we  arrived  at  Isabella. 
The  inhabitants  are  few  at  this 
place;  they  choose  to  live  n»ore 
in  the  interior,  on  account  of  the 
pirates  who  trouble  the  coast. 
It  is  chiefly  occupied  as  a  place 
to  receive  goods  to  and  from 
Guatimala  and  Belize. 

The  inhabitants  chiefly  con- 
sist of  Indians— there  are  a  few 
Spaniards — thev  have  no  priest 
among  them,  and  seem,  if  possi- 
ble, in  a  worse  condition  than 
those  of  the  former  seltiement. 
1  took  the  liberty  of  talking  a 
little  with  them,  and  got  about 
seventy  or  eighty  round  me, 
among  whom  I  distributed  a 
large  bundle  of  tracts  to  those 
who  could  read,  and  exhorted 
them  to  read  them  to  those  who 
could  not.  There  was  much 
eagerness    Doanifested    to  get 
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them ;  antl  amon^  tho«e  who 
could  read,  and  obtaif)ed  them, 
were  a  considerable  number  of 
poor  Indians,  who  had  come 
many  miles  out  of  the  interior, 
to  drive  the  mules  which  carry 
the  g-ood^,  and  were  ^0102:  to  re- 
turn. To  one  man,  who  ap- 
peared  trust  worthy,  1  entrusted 
anotficr  bun;lie  ot'  tracts.  He 
wa?»  agoing"  into  the  inteiior.  and 
proiMised  they  should  be  taithtui- 
]y  distributed." 

The  following  letter,  address- 
ed to  a  friend  in  Newcastle, 
gives  a  more  general  view  of 
his  situation  and  prospects. 

July  17,  1823. 
"  You  will  probably  hear,  be- 
fore this  reaches  you,  that  Be- 
lize is  to  be  the  place  of  my  resi- 
dence, and  the  commencement 
of  the  Mission  in  this  part  of  the 
world  ;  and  in  this,  Divine  Prov- 
idence seems  much  to  have  in- 
terfered, and,  by  a  long  deten- 
tion, and  painful  course  of  disci- 
pline, to  have  taught  me  the 
path  of  duty.  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Dyer,  stating  it 
to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Commit- 
tee, that  1  should  remain  at  Be- 
lize ;  yet,  however,  they  wi.sh 
me  still  to  keep  mv  eye  on  the 
Indirtas  of  the  Mosquito  Shore, 
and  send  them  informatitm  re- 
specting them.  1  teel  fully  sat- 
i.sihed  with  thi-  arrangement,  and 
see  much  of  God  m  it.  it  aji- 
pears  of  the  greatest  importance 
that  a  Mission  be  e^tal.lished 
here  first,  not  only  from  ns  loud 
calls,  the  g  eater  number  of  in- 
habitants you  get  access  to  at 
once,  and  'he  probability  of  its 
supporting  itself  at  no  very  dis- 
tant period,  but  of  its  local  ad 
vantages,  ai.d  the  a.«sistdnce  it 
may  afford  to  every  other  Mis 
sion  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
We  may  hope  the  period  is  not 
far  dijiiant.  when  not  only  soaie- 
thing  wiii  be  done  on  the  Mus- 


quito  Shore,  but  amongst  the 
Spanijih  provinces  around  this 
sf^ttlem^nt.  Indeed,  it  appears 
frofn  their  internal  comriMti-  ns, 
that  thing-  are  now  fast  mniiing 
way  for  the  entrance  of  th^  Gos- 
pel; and  I  have  little  iloubt  h  it 
that,  in  a  htfie  time,  a  Lancas- 
terian  School  might  be  establish- 
ed in  Guritimaia,  a  cit^'  contaia- 
ing  3 si  000  inhabitants  " 

But  pr-fhablv  you  would 
wish  to  know  what  is  doing  m 
Belize,  relative  to  religion  A« 
to  ii-i  means,  we  have  on  the 
Sahliath,  one  service  at  y^'iK. 
o'clock,  A  M. ;  one  at  hall-past 
ten  ;  and  between  one  and  two, 
F.  M.  we  oommence  the  Sunday 
school,  which  continues  till 
about  half  past  f  >ur  o'clock  ;  and 
at  half  pa^t  six  in  the  evening, 
we  have  preaching.  The  whole 
of  this  has  often,  of  laie,  tallea 
to  myself,  Mr.  P.  being  from 
home,  and  Mr  S  being  employ- 
ed up  the  river.  We  have  be- 
sides these,  two  services  on  dif- 
ferent evenings  in  the  week ; 
also  I  have  devoted  a  certain 
portion  of  time  every  week  to 
visit  the  free  coloured  people, 
and  converse  and  pray  with 
them  from  house  to  house. 
1  his,  I  trust,  will  in  time  be 
attended  with  beneficial  effects. 
Tlie  people  to  whom  I  here 
chiefly  refer  are  disbanded  sol- 
diers, who,  with  themselves  and 
fan)ilies  are  now  near  a  thousand 
in  number;  and  are  divided  into 
two  villages,  lying  north  and 
south  of  Belize ;  but  tlie  wet 
season,  which  has  now  set  in, 
has  rather  obstrucied  me,  the 
[dacfs  being  at  this  season  in 
part  under  water  Some  of 
these  people  are  in  the  habit 
of  coming  regularly  t«/  the  place 
of  worship,  and  appear  very  at- 
tentive. Our  evening  congre- 
gations are  generally  very  good  ; 
those  on  the  Sunday  morning 
improve    gradually,    and  the 
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school    19    also    on     the  in- 
crease." 

"  From    the  inconveniences 
and  bad  situation  of  our  place  of 
worship,  s  'ine  who  have  cooie 
and  expressed  a  wish  to  come 
again  are  kept  away ;    and  on 
these  and  other   accounts,  the 
two    ch  ef   of  which    are  the 
imallness  and  high  rent  of  the 
place,  I  have  been  induced  to 
come  to  thp  conclusion  of  en- 
deavouring to  get  a  new  place 
built.     One  of  the  oldest  mer- 
chants has  undertaken  to  pro- 
cure  a  lot  for  me,  and  several  of 
the    magistrates  are  favourably 
disposed       5  have  drawn  plans 
of  our    ir.tend«^d    building,  and 
sent  tiiem  to  A  nt^rica,  wUere  it 
will   be  con-^iruc'ed.      By  this 
step  it  will  not  arjiount  '.o  one- 
bnifof  th»'  expense  it  otherwise 
do.    In  the  plan,  I  have 
stnrtiy  ^ludied  economy  ;   if  you 
kn  »w  of  any  person  or  persons 
who  C'ln  render  ns  any  assistance 
in  paying  the  drhi,  which  will 
be  necessarily  incurred,  it  will 
be  thankfuilv  received. 

******  u  1  j^ave  been 
to  two  of  the  SpaniJ-h  st  itle- 
ments,  laying  about  from  200  to 
300  miles  south  of  B.»lize. 
Their  state,  in  a  moral  and  re- 
ligious point  of  vievv,  is  truly 
wretched.  At  one  of  these 
places  there  was  no  priest,  nor 
regular  existing  civil  authorities. 
The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  In- 
dians. I  to»jk  the  opportunity 
of  distributing  a  number  of  Span- 
ish Tracts  among  them.  They 
were  readily  and  th:mkfully  re- 
ceived ;  and  what  was  still  more 
gratifying,  many  of  those  to 
whom  they  were  given  could 
read.  I  left  also  a  bundle  of 
Tracts  at  this  place  to  go  in»o 
the  interior  ;  and  who  can  say, 
by  following  them  with  our 
prayers,  what  through  the  Di- 
vine blessing  may  be  done?" 

[Eng.  Bap.  Mag. 


BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  SOCIETT 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

MISSION  TO  HAYTI. 

In  some  of  the  preceding  num- 
bers of  the  Magazine  we  have 
given  several  extracts  from  the 
letters  of  Kev.  Mr.  Paul,  the  So- 
ciety's missionary  to  Hayti.  Mr. 
P.  has  lately  returned  to  this 
country,  having  fulfilled  the  ob- 
ject of  his  immediate  destination  ^ 
and  it  may  be  interesting  to  our 
readers  to  be  made  acquainted 
with  a  brief  and  connected  ac- 
count of  (he  result  of  his  labours. 

Mr.  P  sailed  from  Boston  on 
the  3 1st  of  May,  in  the  schooner 
Alert,  Capt.  Lindsey.  His  pas- 
sage was  gratuitously  furnished 
by  the  liberality  of  the  Hon. 
VVilliam  Gray.  Mr.  P.  had  been 
supplied  with  French  and  Span- 
ish tracts  by  Rev.  Mr.  Jenks,  with 
Bibles  by  John  Tappan,  Esq. 
T^-pasurer  of  the  Mass  Bible  So- 
ciety, and  with  several  letters  of 
introduction,  through  the  polite- 
ness of  W  Ropes,  Esq  of  Boston. 
The  American  Bible  Society  also 
commi-^sioned  him  as  the  bearer 
of  a  sjdendid  copy  of  the  Bible 
to  his  Excellency  President  Bo- 
yer. 

After  a  very  pleasant  passage 
of  22  days,  during  which  he 
received  every  token  of  kindness 
from  Capt.  Lmdsey  and  crew, 
Mr.  Paul  arrived  at  Cape  Hay- 
tien.  Here  he  found  the  officers 
of  the  custom  house  and  every 
person  to  whom  his' mission  be- 
came known,  eager  to  receive 
Bibles  He  remained  here  at 
this  time  but  a  week,  being  anx- 
ious to  present  his  credentials  to 
the  President,  and  solicit  permis- 
sion to  preach  the  gospel  of  Christ 
to  his  countrymen  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  government.  He 
sailed  for  Port-au-Prince  about 
the  1st,  and  arrived  there  on  the 
4lh  of  July.    After  some  delay. 
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he  succeeded  io  obtaioing  an  an- 
dipncQ  with  the  Presideiyt,  and 
the  result  of  the  interview  was 
}ii<.'hly  satisfactory.  Mr.  Paul 
flated  to  his  Excellency  his  ob- 
_;pct,  and  was  allowed  freely  to 
Mrge  the  importance  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  a  free  and  full  toler- 
ation of  religion.  This  subject, 
a  delicate  one  in  a  newly  or- 
ganized government,  and  in  a 
Catholic  country,  IMr.  Paul  man- 
adored  with  great  judgment  and 
discretion.  At  the  close  of  the 
conversation,  in  whic^i  Gen.  In- 
ginac  acted  as  interpreter,  and 
to  which  President  Boyer  li^^ten- 
ed  with  deep  attention,  Gen.  In 
ginac  said  to  Mr-  Paul,  "  I  have 
The  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
it  is  the  will  and  plea-sure  of  his 
Excellency  that  you  be  permit- 
ted, and  you  are  hereby  permit- 
ted to  preach  tlie  gospel  io  pri- 
vate hou-es  and  halls  ;  but  owing 
to  the  present  ujiinforcrted  state 
of  the  lower  class  of  the  people, 
from  a  regard  to  your  own  per- 
sonal safety  he  wishes  you  to  be 
prudent  in  conducting  your  meet- 
ings, es[)ecially  in  the  evening. 
Hi^  E.xcellency  hopes  that  in  a 
fevv  years  meeting  houses  will  be 
erected,  and  religious  privileges 
enjoyed  as  they  are  in  the  United 
States  of  America."  It  may  be 
proper  here  to  remark,  that  at 
this  time  and  in  subsequent  com- 
munications, Mr  Paul  was  given 
distinctly  to  understand,  that  ow- 
ing to  the  state  of  society,  tumult 
might  be  excited  by  incautious 
methods  of  religious  mstruclion, 
and  he  might  be  exposed  to  in- 
convenience, before  the  disorders 
could  he  qiielled  ;  but  that  the 
governnient  ivould  do  all  in  its 
power  to  protect  him,  and  that  in 
the  judicious  discharge  of  his  min- 
istry he  should  be  allowed  to  suf- 
fer no  molestation. 

After  spending  a  few  weeks  in 
Port  au  Prince,  in  which  time  he 
visited  families,  distributed  Bi- 
bles, and  prosecuted  the  business 


of  his  mission,  Mr.  P.  returned  in 
the  latter  j)art  of  Aug'ist  to  Cnpe 
Haytien.  Before  his  d^^parture 
he  was  treated  with  every  mavk 
of  respect  and  regard  by  Gen  liv- 
ginac,  and  wa-^  furnished  hy  hinri 
with  a  very  hand-iome  letter  to 
Gen.  Magny,  the  Comman  ier  in 
chief  at  the  Cape.  In  this  letter 
not  only  was  Mr.  P.  «i>okeii  of 
with  great  kindness,  hut  was  ex- 
pressly declared  to  be  under  the 
protection  of  the  government. 
His  passage  on  this  occasion  wa» 
gratuitously  I'urnished  by  Capt, 
Nash,  of  Boston,  w h  >  has.  on  sev- 
eral occasions,  rendered  to  Mr- 
Paul  i'Aportant  services,  which 
the  Board  would  rftost  gratefully 
acknowledge. 

After  hi«  arrival  at  Cape  Hay- 
tien,  a  commodioiH  hall  was  hi-^ed 
and  furnivShe<l  by  sev^ra^t  g'enfle- 
men  and  natives,  for  a  place 
public  worship  !n  thi<  place 
Mr.  Paul  commenced  preachnig^ 
and  continued  to  occupy  it  for 
this  purpose  till  his  embarkation 
for  the  United  States*  His  num- 
ber of  hearers  varied,  but  was  on 
some  occasions  as  many  as  200. 
The  week  days  were  generally 
occupied  in  visiting  families  and 
in  distributing  the  Scriptures. 
Applications  for  Bibles  were  fre- 
quent. He  was  often  solicited 
to  bestow  tnem  when  passing 
through  the  streets,  and  repeat- 
edly found,  after  having  been  ab- 
sent from  hi-  lodgings  for  a  few 
hours,  that  tive  or  six  applications 
for  Bibles  had  been  made  before 
his  return.  He  found  the  people 
universally  willing  to  hear; 
but  as  he  does  not  speak  French 
his  opportunities  of  doing  good 
by  public  teaching  among  the  na- 
tives were  not  so  great  as  he 
could  have  wished.  It  was  al- 
fectmg,  he  remarks,  to  observe 
the  eagerness  with  which  the 
hearers  listened,  and  the  regret 
they  manifested  at  not  being 
able  to  understand  the  preach- 
er. 


1824.] 


MISSIOJJARY  INTELLIGENCE. 


305 


Throughout  the  whol^  co'irae 
of  hiH  labours  and  teachin:^-?  in 
public,  ami  in  private,  not  a  sin- 
gle cas-^  occ'irre  l  in  which  he 
was  treated  with  disrespect.  Go 
the  contrary,  every  one  seem^^d 
to  wish  well  to  his  object,  and 
manifested  a  desire  to  t'lrlher  it 
by  all  the  means  in  their  po.ver. 
In  not  a  single  instanee  did  he 
meet  with  the  semblance  of 
molestation.  On  one  occasion, 
doubtless  for  the  first  time  in  the 
island  of  Si.  Domingo,  he  a  hnin- 
istered  the  ordinance  of  baptism 
by  immersion  The  spectators 
were  universally  solemn  ami  re- 
spectful as  they  would  have  been 
in  any  part  of  the  United  Slates. 

Befo.'e  the  departure  of  Mr. 
P.  from  Cape  Haytien,  President 
Boyer  and  Gen  Inginac  arrived 
there  from  Port  au-Prince.  Just 
before  the  vessel  sailed,  Mr.  P. 
called  on  Gen.  I.  at  the  Gov- 
ernment house  to  inform  him  of 
his  intended  return.  ''■On  this 
occasion,"  s.^ys  Mr.  Paul,  he 
took  me  by  the  hand,  and  was 
pleased  to  say,  that  he  was  very 
sorry  that  I  was  about  to  leave 
the  Island.  But  it  was  with 
pleasure  he  could  announce  to 
me,  that  by  my  prudent  conduct 
1  had  merited  the  implicit  confi- 
dence of  his  Excellency,  himself, 
and  the  Government;  and  that 
ihey  and  himself  wished  me  a 
pleasant  passage,  and  hoped  my 
absence  would  be  short."  Gen. 
Magny  expressed  at  partitjg  the 
same  sentiments.  Indeed,  the 
wish  for  Mr.  Paal's  speedy  re- 
turn, seems  to  have  been  very 
general. 

Mr.  Paul  sailed  from  Cape 
Haytien  Dec.  25,  and  in  13  days 
arrived  at  the  Vineyard.  From 
this  place,  having  been  detained 
several  days  by  contrary  winds, 
he  came  to  Boston  by  land.  He 
has  been  absent  from  hnrne  about 
8  months,  during  which  time, 
through  the  goodness  of  Provi- 
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dt^nce,  not  a  single  unpleasant 
occurrence  transj)ired. 

We  miy  thus  consider  the 
great  object  of  Mr.  Paul's  first 
destinttioo  accomplished.  It  is 
now  ascertained,  that  Hayii  is 
a  field  white  for  the  gospel  har- 
vest. It  is  ascertained,  that  the 
government  is  decidedly  favour- 
aole  to  toleration,  and  is  only 
restrained  from  the  public  avow- 
al of  us  sentiments  by  a  prudent 
apprehension,  that  it  migiit,  by 
sudden  innovation,  alarm  the 
prej  idices  of  an  uainformed  peo- 
ple. And  more  than  this,  it  is 
ascertained,  that  the  gospel  may 
be  [)ublicly  and  statedly  preached 
in  the  second  ti»wn  in  tiie  repub- 
lic, without  exciting  any  expres- 
si.jn  of  unkindness;  nay,  with  as 
much  security  tVom  molestalioa 
as  in  any  town  in  our  own  coun- 
try. But  our  limits  forbid  us  to 
enlarge  ;  we  may  possibly  pre- 
sent our  readers  with  some  ex- 
tracts from  Mr  Paul's  journal  ia 
a  succeeding  number. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Repor^ 
of  the  A'Jierican  Board  of  Com* 
inissioners  for  Foreign  Missions, 

This  document  is  one  of  the  noblpst 
testimonials  to  the  Christian  zeal  of 
the  American  Chi'.rches  that  has  ever 
appeared.  We  have  read  it  with  uu- 
min2;led  satisfaction,  and,  we  hope, 
with  devout  thankfulness  ibr  the  suc- 
cess of  our  Congreg-ational  brethren. 
Although  it  consists  of  200  pages,  the 
only  regret  we  felt  was,  that  it  was  no 
longer.  It  is  our  sincere  prayer,  that 
God  may  open  to  the  American  Board 
so  extensive  a  field  for  exertion,  and 
so  enable  them  to  occupy  it,  that  in  a 
very  few  years,  the  annual  report  of 
their  proceedings  may  require  a  vol- 
ume instead  of  a  pamphlet.  We  are 
convinced  that  no  periodical  publica- 
tion will  be  more  impatiently  expected 
or  more  greedily  read  by  every  one 
"vvho  loves  the  cause  of  Christ. 

The  present  licport  has  every  thing 
which  such  a  paper  can  require  to 
recommend  it.  It  is  a  plain  matter  of 
fact  statement.  Itpresehtsa  succinct 
view  of  the  present  state  of  every 
missionary  station  under  the  care  of 
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the  Board,  with  an  unvarnished  ac- 
count of  the  circumstauces  of  encoar- 
asement  and  discouragement  which 
now  attend  it.  At  the  close,  a  full 
expose  is  made  of  the  pecuniary  con- 
cerns of  the  Board.  There  is  through- 
out no  parade  of  eloquence,  all  is  told 
in  that  business-like  manner,  which  at 
once  g^ives  a  community  confidence  in 
the  ao;ents,  and  interests  every  indi- 
vidual in  the  success  of  their  opera- 
tions We  would  willingly  present 
our  readers  with  an  extended  view  of 
the  operations  detailed  in  the  report. 
But  our  limits  forbid.  We  must  con- 
fine ourselves  to  the  following  summa- 
ry. "  The  Board  employs  among  the 
Heathen  not  less  than  146  competent 
adult  persons,  of  whom  more  than  one 


quarter  part  are  preachers  of  the  gos- 
pel. It  has  established  these  laborers 
in  25  different  stations  in  six  or  eight 
different  nations,  speaking  as  many 
different  languages,  and  comprising 
many  millions  of  people.  It  has  trans- 
lated a  considerable  part  of  the  Bible, 
and  is  now  printing  it  in  the  language 
of  a  numerous  population.  It  has  or- 
ganized 10  christian  churches  in  the 
midst  of  Pagan  countries,  has  estab- 
lished about  70  different  schools,  con- 
taining more  than  3000  scholars,  and 
is  making  a  gradual,  but  constant 
progress  towards  raising  from  a  de- 
graded and  vicious  barbarism  several 
interesting  portions  of  our  race."  We 
earnestly  recommend  a  thoroughperusal 
of  this  Report  toevery  one  of  our  readers. 


REVIVALS  OF  RELIGION. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  to  one  of  the  Editors,  dated  Colerain,  Mass.  Aug.  27,  1823. 


Rev.  and  dear  Sir,  I  take  this  op- 
portunity to  communicate  an  account 
of  the  revival  which  has  recently 
taken  place  in  the  1st  Baptist  Church 
in  this  town.  The  Leyden  Associa- 
tion met  here  on  the  9th  and  lOfh  of 
Oct.  last.  About  a  fortnight  previous 
to  this,  a  conference  was  established 
on  Sabbath  evenings  in  a  neighbour- 
hood about  a  mile  west  of  the  meet- 
ing-house. The  occasion  of  this  was, 
a  house,  containine;  two  families,  had 
"been  visited  with  afflictions  which 
produced  in  the  heads  of  those  fami- 
lies a  religious  excitement.  But  very 
few  met  until  after  the  Association. 
The  general  state  of  religion  in  this 
society,  and  indeed  through  the  town, 
•was  very  low.  The  church  for  two 
years  had  been  destitute  of  a  pastor. 
They  were  rent  by  divisions,  and 
their  contentions  were  like  the  "  bars 
of  a  castle."  .  A  few  of  the  brethren 
kept  together  and  continued  to  main- 
tain their  visibility:  but  the  congre- 
gations were  very  small.  The  pros- 
pect was  gloomy  indeed.  But  the 
meeting  and  exercises  of  the  Associ- 
ation, had  a  happy  effect.  At  the 
close  of  the  Association,  I  left  the 
place,  not  expecting  ever  to  see  it 
again,  being  then  a  stranger  in  the 
town.  Before  I  had  proceeded  far, 
I  was  overtaken  by  one  of  the 
hurch''3  committee,   who  requested 


me  to  return  and  preach  with  them  a 
few  Lord's  days,  as  a  candidate.  I 
accordingly  appointed  to  be  with 
them  on  the  following  Sabbath. 
On  entering  the  meeting-house,  I 
found  a  large  congregation  asNemblcd 
to  hear.  My  first  discourse  was 
founded  on  Acts  x.  26.  There- 
fore, came  I  unto  you  without  gain- 


sayin* 


soon  as  I  was  sent  for :  I 


ask,  therefore,  for  what  intent  you 
have  sent  for  me."  T  noticed  the 
different  intents  for  which  people  em- 
ployed and  settled  ministers  After 
noticing  the  intents  of  worldly  men, 
I  mentioned  the  intents  of  the  humble, 
devout  christian  ;  and  closed,  by  ex- 
horting the  hearers  to  examine  the 
motives  of  their  conduct,  assuring 
them  that  by  these  they  were 
to  be  tried  by  the  all  seeing  .Judge. 

I  have  not  noticed  this  sermon  from  an 
apprehension  that  there  was  any  thing 
in  it  worthy  of  notice,  excepting  the  cir- 
cumstance of  its  appositeness.  Such, 
however,  as  it  was.  God  was  pleased 
to  bless  it  to  the  awakening  of  a  num- 
ber of  sinners.  Curiosity  to  hear  a 
candidate  for  settlement  among  them, 
brought  them  to  meeting.  But  it 
soon  gave  place  to  self  examination, 
and  terminated  in  conviction  and  self 
abasement.  On  the  evening  of  that 
day,  a  conference  was  attended,  in 
the  neighbourhood  above  mentioned. 
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A  large  number  were  present,  and 
there  was  abundant  evidence  that 
a  good  work  had  commenced.  Con- 
ferences were  multiplied,  and  the 
Work  soon  extended  into  other  neigh- 
bourhoods, and  became  general 
throughout  the  society. 

The  church,  with  but  few  excep- 
tions, were  in  an  insensible  state. 
They,  however,  soon  began  to  awake. 
They  appointed  a  fast.  They  spent 
the  day  in  humble  confessions  to  God 
and  each  other,  and  in  fervent  sup- 
plicaiions.  A  m<-eting  was  appoint- 
ed by  the  church,  that  those  breth- 
en  who  had  become  disaffected 
and  had  left  it,  might  be  present,  that 
by  explanations  and  concessions  on 
both  sides,  the  breach  might,  if  possi- 
ble, be  healed.  At  this  meeting,  a 
reconciliation  took  place  withouc  con- 
troversy. One  of  (he  brethren  who 
had  left  the  church,  on  being  asked 
by  them  what  he  wished  them  to  re- 
move out  of  ihe  way,  observed,  that 
he  had  not  coine  wishing  them  to 
remove  to  m^ke  room  for  him.  He 
hoped  he  had  come  small  enough  to 
find  a  place  among  them  without  any 
body's  movmg.  The  church  then 
agreed  to  bury  all  their  difficulties, 
and  to  travel  together. 

The  church  and  society  unanimous- 
ly requested  me  to  serve  them  for  the 
year  ensuing,  wi  h  which  request  I 
complied.  I  have  baptized  35,  and 
nearly  as  many  more  have  entertained 
hopes  who  have  not  united  with  any 
church.  The  converts  in  this  revival 
have  generally  entertained,  at  first, 
but  a  trembling  hope,  and  have  grad- 
ually increased  in  assurance. 

The  means  employed  in  carrying  on 
the  work,  have  been  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel,  visiting  from  house  to 
house,  and  conferences.  To  these 
may  be  added  afflictive  providences. 
The  work  is  now  evidently  subsiding, 
but  the  young  converts,  thus  far, 
appear  to  go  on  their  way  rejoic- 
ing. 

Brother  Davenport,  pastor  of  the 
2d  Baptist  church  in  this  town, 
though  not  indulged  the  privilege 
of  seeing  the  work  prevail  among  the 
people  of  his  charge,  has  been  very 
active  and  useful  among  us.  I  have 
found  him  a  valuable  assistant  in  con- 
ducting conferences  and  accompany- 
ing me  from  house  to  house.  I  trust, 
that  though  he  has  bestowed  his  la- 
bours without  the  expectation  of  re- 
muneration on  earth,  he  will  not  lose 
his  reward  in  heaven. 

A  revival  has  taken  place  in  the  ad- 
joining; town  of  Heath  within  the  year 


past,  in  which,  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred have  joined  the  Congregational 
church.  In  the  adjacent  town  of 
Halifax,  (Ver.)  a  revival  has  recently 
commenced  in  the  Baptist  society. 
Twelve  have  been  baptized.  In  Sa- 
voy, (Mass.)  twenty  miles  west  of 
this,  a  reformation  is  now  progressing, 
in  which  64  have  been  baptized,  52 
have  joined  the  Baptist  church,  and 
the  other  twelve  have  united  with  the 
Methodist  society. 
Yours  with  much  affection  &  esteem, 
JAMES  PARSONS. 


Conversion  of  an  African. 

EXTRACT    OF    A  LETTER  FROM  ONE 

OF  OUR  MISSIONARIES,  DATED  ST. 

LOUIS,  DEC.  7,  1823,  TO  OJVE  OE 
THE  EDITORS. 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

Last  night  was  the  time  of  our 
church  meeting  in  St.  Louis,  for  the 
black  members.  By  arrangements 
made  some  months  since,  I  hold  spec- 
ial meetings  for  that  branch  of  our 
church,  as  it  is  not  convenient  for  them 
to  attend  at  <he  time  the  whites  meet. 
Though  very  rainy,  the  meeting  was 
well  attended  One  old  man  related 
his  experience  as  follows  ;  which  1  here 
repeat  verbatim,  as  a  specimen  of  the 
state  of  religious  feeling  and  sanctified 
knowledge  in  an  old  illiterate  slave. 
It  was  not  till  all  the  members  present 
had  spoken  of  the  state  of  their  minds 
that  he  ventured  forward,  when  he 
arose  and  addressed  the  members  as 
follows :  I  am  an  old  man,  and  have 
lived  a  long  time  in  this  world  ;  but 
lately  I  have  had  a  great  many  calls 
to  be  religious,  and  must  die  soon. 
The  calls  came  to  me  often.  I  began 
to  think,  and  think — and  the  call  said 
to  me,  Look  back  and  remember  your 
old  first  massa,  a  long  time  ago — he 
dead — then  your  old  first  missus — she 
dead — the  call  said,  think  of  second 
massa,  and  he  dead — and  second  mis- 
sus, she  dead — then  think  of  all  old 
mates  that  work  on  plantation,  and 
they  all  dead— kU  gone — and  I  left 
here  alone.  Well,  what  I  live  in  dis 
world  for?  Well,  I  don't  know  I 
then  think,  if  I  die — Well,  I  must  go  to 
torment.  I  live  so  long  and  do  no 
good — n'»  good  done  yet — Well,  then 
the  call  say,  I  must  pray  God  to  have 
mercy — so  I  pray  as  well  I  could — but 
feel  distress.  I  want  to  go  meeting — 
but  afraid  to  go — people  see  me.  But 
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1  feel  can't  stay  home.  So  the  call 
said — must  go  meeting.  I  went  to 
meetings,  and  set  way  back  side  of 
house.  The  man  preach,  and  he 
preach  rigrht  to  me. — I  hang  my  head 
down,  and  try  pray  all  the  time.  1 
dare  not  look  up — I  feel  so  big  a  sin- 
ner. I  do  no  good  all  my  life.  Then 
the  preacher  tell  the  mourners  come 
forward  and  get  pray  for.  Some  come 
forward,  but  I  stay  back  yet.  I  look 
down  and  think,  Me  poor  sinner,  and 
want  prayer  for  mercy.  Then  I  go 
forward  and  kneel  down,  and  the 
preacher  pray  for  me.  I  go  home 
and  lie  down,  and  try  to  sleep — 
but  no  sleep — I  feel  so  distress, 
and  see  me  such  a  sinner.  Try 
to  f  ray  for  mercy.  I  donH  know  if 
I  fall  asleep,  but  think  I  see  a  small 
light  a  gicat  distai'ce  up.  I  try  go  to 
it,  and  I  feel  thoi  gh  I  rising  np  and 
feel  light.  It  seem  as  if  I  htar  beauti- 
ful sir.iging  and  rejoicirg.  1  lie  till 
break-day — then  I  get  up — lo('k  out. 
All  look  beautiful — thought  I  never 
see  so  fine  a  day — all  praising  God — 
then  I  begin  to  think  he  pardon  my 
sin — I  never  did  any  good — all  sin — 
Then  I  thir  k  how  good  God  is — he 
hear  try  poor  prayer — he  pardon  and 
save  sinner.  I  /eel  he  pardon  me. 
The  call  say,  praise  God.  Then  I 
think,  I  canH  half  praise  enough. 
Then  I  want  to  see  the  christians.  I 
fell  as  though  I  want  to  tell  them  how 
God  paidon  njy  sin— how  my  poor 
soul  rejoice.  I  went  round  to  t-ee  ihe 
christians,  and  they  rejoice  wi'h  me 
Then  I  think  they  have  meeting  at 
my  house— so  I  leli  fliem  of  meeting — 
and  I  go  home  and  fix  seats  for  the 
meeting — the  meeting  come  and  I  feel 
great  joy.  Then  in  few  days  I  feel 
dark — tear  got  deceived — find  I  have 
wicked  heart  yet- — such  A\icked 
thorghts  come  in  my  mind.  Ihen  I 
feai  got  no  pardon — but  bye  and  bye 
see  light  again,  and  feel  happy.  Xscw 
I  love  christian  people — feel  I  want 
other  folk  get  shme  religion.  JNow  1 
love  to  pray — love  go  meeting.  JNow 
I  love  sit  and  .  hear  every  vord,  and 
never  get  tired  all  the  preacher  say — 
only  sorry  when  he  step.  Never  tire 
hearing  about  precious  Saviour  I 
know  I  did  not  love  tbese  things  once. 
I  always  think  religion  good  thing,  but 
did  not  feel  it  as  new  I  do.  I  feel  now 
never  wi^h  to  get  back.  I  am  old  man 
ajid  must  die  soon.  Can't  live  but 
little  longer.  Biit  I  lo\e  to  serve  Cod. 
I  don't  care  about  licedcm  in  this 
world,  not  much  n  atter.  I  have  only 
oOdolla's  moie  pay  for  n  y  time  to 
^erve.  but  that  not  much  luatter.  I 


only  want  free  from  sin.  I  then  g« 
home  to  happy  place.  I  want  to  serve 
Jesus.     lie  best  massa  in  the  world  " 

No  interru(>tion  was  made  dining 
the  above  recital.  He  was  then  asked 
if,  when  under  distress,  or  since,  he 
saw  any  way  that  God  could  be  just 
and  holy,  and  pardon  sinners.  The 
reply  was,  "  only  his  good  mercy.  It 
all  mercy,  first  and  last."  ^''But  you 
know  that  Jes'ts  Christ  died  to  save 
sinners "  "  t>h,  that  all  my  hope. 
Yet  he  die  and  suffer  for  i  ardon  sin- 
ners." Do  you  depend  wholly  on 
him  for  pardon  and  e\ery  mescy?" 

Oh  yes,  me  do  nothmg  good." 
"  Do  you  wish  to  be  ba'ptiztd  and 
join  the  church.''"  Yes,  me  feel  duty 
to  be  baptized  Wish  to  live  with  the 
christians."  "  \\  hy  do  you  \\ish  to 
be  baptized?"  '"Cause  I  feel  that 
Jesus  was  baptized;  1  know  must  fol- 
low him,  and  do  all  he  done  lor  us  to 
do  like."  Many  oiher  questions  were 
pro{  csed,  to  all  oi  which  he  gave 
ready  and  aj  propriate  answers. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  explain  a 
little.  liy  cu//*"  he  meant  im- 
pressions of  mind.  He  lives  in  a  little 
hut  with  his  wife,  and  has  i  early  pur- 
chased hisfieedcm.  liie  blacks  are 
accustomed  to  hold  piayer  meeting* 
by  themselves,  and  sori'etimes  meet 
where  he  lives.  T\  hile  relating  his 
experience  I  could  perceive  the  tears 
fowing  dr^wn  his  venerable  sable 
cheeks,  and  he  spoke  wuih  lhat  fer- 
vour which  showed  that  he  related 
the  simple  exerc  ises  cf  his  heart.  I 
know  there  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the 
above  relation,  but  it  shows  that  re- 
ligious influence  is  the  same  in  its  na- 
ture and  effects  in  all  conditions  and 
classes  of  men.  I  have  just  closed  a 
public  nieetir>gfor  the  blacks,  which  I 
hold  on  Sabbath  evenings  when  in  the 
city.  It  was  a  solemn,  joyful,  and 
impressive  season.  I  spoke  on  the 
subject  of  revivals  of  religion,  which 
affected  them  much.  At  the  close 
tlirce  came  forward  and  requested  t* 
be  prayed  for. 

With  sincere  respect,  I  am  yours, 
J.  :vl.  FDCK. 


REVIVAL  AT  BARNSTABLE. 

Barnstable^  Jan.  26,  1824. 
Dear  Brother, 

I  ER3  IT  me  to  give  you  some  ac- 
coi  nt  of  the  glorious  "v^ork  of  divine 
giace  vhich  has  been  continued  in 
my  congregation,  since  the  middle  of 
last  Aprii«     Ihe   revival  appeared 
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first  in  the  church.  A  day  of  fastiog 
and  prayer  was  attended  in  a  most 
lolemu  and  devout  man -.er,  after 
which,  in  our  pr.yer  and  church 
meetings  the  Holy  Spirit  appeared  to 
pervade  the  hearts  of  the  people  of 
God,  which  was  manifest  in  humble 
confession,  devout  s  ipplicaiions,  aud 
aflfectiouate  exhortations.  It  was  now 
easy  and  delightful  preachiuo^  to  the 
solemn,  listening  crowd.  iSome  were 
discovered  to  be  deeply  affected  un- 
der a  sense  of  their  guUty  lost  state  ; 
and  in  May,  several  young;  people  ob* 
tained  a  hope  of  pardon  through  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb. 

From  this  time,  the  good  work  con- 
tinued to  progress  till  about  the  first 
of  October,  when  it  appeared  to  de- 
cline. But  in  Decembt  r  the  work 
evidently  revived  afresh,  has  been  on 
the  increase  to  the  present  time,  and 
has  become  the  most  glorious  refor- 
mation that  ever  I  witnessed.  About 
100  have  expressed  hopes  of  a  gra- 
cious change  ;  some  of  ^\hom,  had  ap- 
peared to  be  hardened  in  sin,  others 
had  been  strong  advocates  for  the  doc- 
trine of  Universal  salvation,  and  other 
errors  ;  but  now  pubbckly  renounce 
them  as  delusions,  and  profess  their 
hope  in  God  through  the  merits  of 
the  great  Redeemer,  and  the  sancti- 
fying power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
About  40  have  been  received  by  bap- 


tism, and  the  rest  appear  to  be  of 
the  same  sentiment  respecting  gospel 
ordinances,  with  the  exception  of  two 
or  three. 

The  subjects  of  this  good  work  are 
of  alinost  all  age^,  frosn  IJ  lo  72  years 
of  age,  but  mostly  heads  of  families 
from  25  to  40.  Three  ofihosewho 
have  been  received  as  members,  are 
the  children  of  our  late  lamented 
brother,  Rev.  I'.noch  Ddridge,  the 
first  pastor  of  this  church. 

Omitting  other  particulars  till  I 
have  an  other  opportunity,  I  subscribe 
myself  yours  affectioualely, 

JOHN  PEAK. 


Baptist  Female  dissociation  for  Edu- 
cation Purposes^  in  Kew  York. 

We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  a  So- 
ciety has  been  formed  in  the  city  of 
ISew  York  for  the  purpose  of  support- 
ing pious  young  men  at  the  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  in  Hamilton.  In  the 
Circular  appended  to  the  Constitution 
of  this  Society  it  is  stated,  '''Ihe  stu- 
dents of  our  Seminary  have  increased 
beyond  the  means  of  support.  Twen- 
ty-tight  are  now  on  the  list  of  bene- 
ficiaries, and  more  may  soon  be  ex- 
pected. 


MISS  EUNICE  KIMBALL. 


Miss  Eunice  Kimball,  the  subject 
of  the    following    memoir,  was  the 
daughter    of   Mr.    Caleb  aud  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Kimball,  of  Ipswich,  (Mass.) 
She  was  born  August  2d,  17o9.  From 
her  earliest  childhood,  she  manifested 
a  very  amiable  di?position.    ?he  was 
affectionate  and  obedient  to  her  par- 
ents,   and    endeared   herself  to  her 
youthful  companions,  by  exhibiting 
those  natural  qualities  of  gentlei  ess, 
meekness,  and  love,  which  afterwanis 
formed  such  distinguished  traits  in  her 
christian     character.       No  special 
change  took  place  in  her  religious 
views   until  she    was  about  s.xteen 
years  of  age  ;  when  God,  in  infinite 
mercy,  was  pleased  to  discover  to  her 
the  deep    rooted   depravity  of  her 
heart,  and  to  lead  her  to  reflect  seri- 
ously upon  death  and  the  solemn  re- 
alities of  eternity.    Her  coayictiojos 


of  sin,  though  pungent,  were  not  of 
long  duration.  In  about  ten  days  the 
Lord  appeared  for  her  as  a  deliverer, 
to  free  her  troubled  soul  from  the 
bondage  of  sin,  and  to  bring  it  into 
the  lull  liberty  of  the  gospel.  At  this 
tinie,  v.liile  sitting  in  the  hoiy  sanc- 
tuary and  listening  to  the  sweet  ac- 
cents of  mercy  from  the  sacred  desk, 
her  distress  vanished  at  once,  and  a 
heavenly  tranquillity  seemed  to  lake 
possession  of  her  .'•oul.  The  peace 
of  mind  which  she  then  enjoyed, 
seemed  to  be  but  a  prelude  to  more 
discriminating  views  of  divine  truth, 
and  a  clearer  discoveiy  of  the  beau- 
ties of  the  Saviour's  character.  A  few 
of  her  own  expressions,  drawn  indeed 
from  the  Bible,  may  show,  in  eome 
degree,  the  feelings  of  her  heart. 
''I  think  I  can  now  say,  that  Lhrht 
appears  to  me' to  be  altogether  lovelv, 
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I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed.  I 
know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth. 
After  much  self  examination  and 
prayer  to  be  directed  in  the  path  of 
duty,  she  resolved  to  take  up  the 
cross  in  obedience  to  the  conjmauds 
of  her  Saviour,  and  publickly  to  ac- 
knowledge her  faith  in  the  efficacy  of 
his  atoneinent.  Accordingly,  in  1806, 
about  two  years  after  she  had  been 
permitted  to  indulge  a  hope  that  her 
peace  was  made  with  God,  she  was 
baptized,  and  united  herself  with  the 
Baptist  church  in  Ipswich.  While  a 
member  of  this  church,  she  was  en- 
abled to  walk,  in  some  humble  meas- 
ure, becoming  her  high  and  holy  pro- 
fession. By  a  life  devoted  to  the  ser- 
vice of  her  Redeemer,  and  a  conver- 
sation which  testified  to  all  around 
that  her  treasure  was  in  heaven,  she 
cheered  the  desponding,  and  confirm- 
ed the  wavering ;  while  she  adminis- 
tered reproof  and  warning  to  the 
thoughtless  sinner. 

In  the  course  of  divine  providence, 
she  was,  at  length,  called  to  dissolve 
her  immediate  connections  with  the 
church  in  Ipswich,  and  to  remove  to 
Salem,  (Mass.)  where  she  united  with 
the  Baptist  church,  of  which  she  re- 
mained a   member   until  death. 

Here  she  was  indulged  with  the 
richest  gospel  privileges,  which,  it 
is  believed,  were  instrumental  in 
strengthening  her  faith,  confirming 
her  hopes,  and  prepaiing  her  to  unite 
with  kindred  spirits  around  the  throne 
of  God,  in  that  temple  which  is 
above. 

To  her  christian  friends,  she  would 
often  express  herself  in  terms  of  the 
deepest  self  abasement ;  acknowledg- 
ing that  she  was  a  vile  transgressor, 
unworthy  of  the  least  mercy  from  the 
hand  of  her  heavenly  Father.  The 
company  and  conversation  of  those 
who  appeared  to  bear  the  image  of 
Christ,  were  ever  her  delight.  In  her 
intercourse  with  christians  she  was 
open  and  unreserved  ;  alw  ays  ready 
to  disclose  to  them  her  trials  and  her 
joys ;  and  regarding  it  as  a  peculiar 
privilege,  that  she  could  receive  en- 
couragement and  counsel  from  those 
whom  she  esteemed  as  members  of 
the  same  family,  and  heirs  to  the 
same  heavenly  inheritance.  Her  at- 
tachment to  the  cause  of  Christ  was 
ardent.  She  took  a  lively  interest  in 
the  benevolent  operations  of  the  day  ; 
and,  although  she  moved  in  a  humble 
sphere  in  life,  yet  she  numbered  it 
among  her  richest  privileges,  that  she 
was  permitted  to  cast  her  mite  into 
'he  treasury  of  the  Lord. 


The  three  last  years    of  her  life 

were  chequered  with  many  afflictions. 
A  constitution  which  had  been  pre- 
viously impaired,  began  now  to  sink 
more  rapitUy  under  accumulated  in- 
firmities. To  her  most  familiar 
friends,  she  seemed  ripening  fast  for 
a  purer  region.  She  would  often 
speak  of  her  approaching  dissolution 
with  composure  and  apparent  resig- 
nation ;  acknowledging  the  goodness 
and  mercy  of  God,  which  had,  thus 
far,  lengthened  out  her  unprofitable 
life,  and  crowned  her  days  with  so 
much  loving  kindness.  Her  rejieated 
bodily  infirmities  were  evidently  in- 
strumental in  weakening  her  attach- 
ment to  objects  of  sense,  and  leading 
her  to  contemplate  those  objects  with- 
in the  vail,  which  are  seen  by  faith 
alone.  She  took  increased  delight  in 
conversing  upon  the  subject  of  relig- 
ion. While  speaking  with  christians 
about  the  character  of  God,  the  prec- 
iousness  of  Christ,  and  of  the  future 
rising  glories  of  the  church  on  earth, 
her  eyes  would  sparkle  with  joy,  and 
her  countenance  would  beam  with 
hope. 

In  the  spring  of  1823,  her  dis- 
order, which  was  a  consumption,  as- 
sumed a  more  discouraging  aspect, 
indicating  a  speedy  and  fatal  result. 
About  five  weeks  before  her  death, 
her  mind  was  exercised  with  distress- 
ing doubts.  Her  sins  appeared  to  her 
great  and  odious.  They  seemed  to 
shut  out  from  her  soul  every  ray  of 
divine  light,  and  almost  precluded 
the  hope  of  pardon  and  acceptance. 

It  was  about  this  time,  at  a  call 
received  from  her  pastor,  she  said  to 
him  in  a  mauner  which  indicated 
moi  e  than  she  could  express,  if  ever 
/should  arrive  at  heaven,  it  will  be 
the  greatest  wonder  that  has  occurred 
yet.*'  She  was.  however,  without  re- 
pining, submissive  to  the  will  of  God. 
A  short  time  intervened  when  he  call- 
ed again.  As  he  entered  the  room 
and  drew  near  to  her  bed,  she  fixed 
her  eyes  on  him,  and  with  a  counte- 
nance beaming  with  hope  and  joy, 
said,  "  O  could  I  have  thought 
it  would  ever  have  been  for  me  to  say, 
O  death,  where  is  thy  sting  ?  O  grave, 
where  is  thy  victory  ?  But  my  soul  is 
triumphant,  and  perfect  iove  has  cast 
out  fear.  I  have  been  so  divinely 
happy,  that  I  thought  whether  angels 
were  not  hovering  around  this  place  ; 
of  one  thing  I  was  certain,  that  Jesus 
was  here." 

From  this  time,  until  her  removal 
from  ail  earthly  scenes,  she  enjoyed 
almost  an  unclouded  sky.   Death  wa* 
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disarmed  of  all  his  terrors.  We  shall 
here  use  her  own  lanjnag'e — I  look 
forward  to  the  grave,  and  view  it  as 
my  resting;  place.  Death  appears  to 
me  nothing;  more  than  falling  asleep  in 
the  arms  of  Jesus.  IVIy  mind  is  per- 
fectly calm.  I  have  resig;ned  myself 
entirely  into  the  hands  of  my  heavenly 
Father,  jvilling-  that  he  should  do  with 
me,  as  seemeth  to  him  best."  She 
continued  to  enjoy  a  lively  sense  of 
the  divine  presence.  As  her  outward 
man  decayed,  her  inward  man  seemed 
to  reneAv  his  streng;th  daily.  She  ap- 
peared to  have  an  abiding;  sense  of 
her  unworthiness.  As  a  g;uilty  sinner, 
she  relied  entirely  on  Christ  for  par- 
don, and  adored  that  unsearchable 
grace,  that  had  rescued  her  from  the 
dominion  of  sin. 

As  her  confidence  in  God  increased, 
her  anxiety  about  her  temporal  con- 
cerns, which  for  some  months  previous 
had,  at  times,  disturbed  her  peace, 
entirely  vanished.  She  would  say, 
"  I  believe  my  heavenly  Father  will 
supply  all  my  wants.  There  is  noth- 
ing more  on  earth  I  desire,  but  to 
have  my  few  remaining  moments  ren- 
dered comfortable.  I  hav^e  full  con- 
fidence, that  when  my  eyes  shall 
close  on  the  fading  objects  of  this 
world,  I  shall  awake  in  transports  of 
joy,  to  spend  an  eternity  with  my 
christian  friends,  in  the  kingdom  of 
my  heavenly  Father."  Thus  her  con- 
fidence in  God  remained  unshaken 
while  the  lamp  of  life  continued  to 
burn. 

Her  views  of  the  divine  character 
grew  more  bright  and  animating. 
Sometimes  she  seemed  entirely  ab- 
sorbed in  heavenly  contemplations. 
To  all  who  visited  her,  she  gave  un- 
equivocal testimony,  that  true  religion 
can  support  the  soul  in  a  dying  hour, 
and  shed  the  bright  gleam  of  immor- 
tality upon  the  darkness  of  the  tomb. 
Her  chief  employment  was  prayer 
and  praise  In  full  view  of  eternity, 
she  exhorted  christians  to  a  closer, 
holier  walk  with  God     As  one  about 


to  enter  upon  her  eternal  rest,  she 
entreated  sinners  to  seek  religion ; 
to  become  reconciled  to  God,  their 
final  Judge ;  that,  with  her,  they 
might  enjoy  a  blessed  immortality. 
When  any  one  asked  how  she  did, 
she  would  generally  reply  with  a 
smile,  "  I  am  happy." 

One  morning,  thinking  that  she 
should  not  Jive  the  day  out,  she  called 
her  mother  to  her  bed,  and  with  all 
the  tenderness  of  a  beloved  daughter, 
in  the  broken  accents  of  death,  thus 
addressed  her — ^'  My  mother,  if  you 
wish  to  come  where  f  am  going,  you 
must  repent."  Upon  observing  that 
her  mother  wept,  she  continued ; 
"mother,  weep  not  for  me,  but  in 
the  language  of  the  Saviour,  weep  for 
yourself;  and  when  you  see  my 
breath  depart,  then  rejoice^for  I  shah 
be  happy."  She  then  called  for,  and 
conversed  with  some  other  members 
of  the  family.  She  would  often  say  to 
her  weeping  friends — Can  you  not 
willingly  give  me  up  now  ?  1  have 
finished  all  my  Saviour  has  for  me  to 
do  on  earth,  and  now  he  is  about  to 
take  me  home." 

A  short  time  before  she  died,  she 
seemed  engaged  in  prayer,  a  few  words 
of  which  could  be  distinctly  understood; 
such  as,  I  shall  unite  with  all  the 
countless  millions — I  shall  enter  in — no 
more  to  go  out  forever."  She  shortly 
after  leaned  back  upon  the  pillow, 
and  fell  asleep,  we  trust,  in  Jesus  ;  in 
the  thirty-fourth  year  of  her  age ; 
having  for  eighteen  years  maintain- 
ed a  consistent   christian  character. 

The  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed." 
Her  faith,  humility,  meekness,  and 
universal  benevolence,  are  worthy  of 
the  imitation  of  all  her  acquaintance. 
In  her  death,  the  church  sustains  the 
loss  of  a  beloved  sister  in  Christ ;  and 
her  relatives,  that  of  a  faithful  and 
affectionate  counsellor 

"  Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in 
the  Lord  ;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit ;  for 
they  rest  from  their  labours,  and  their 
works  do  follow  them."' 


(J^rUmattottS,  &c. 


The  Rev.  James  Shannon,  of  Sun- 
bury,  (Geo  )  was  ordained  to  the 
work  of  an  evangelist,  Nov.  15,  1823. 
Rev.  Henry  J.  Ripley,  of  Newport, 
preached  the  sermon,  from  Eph.  iv. 
14.  Speaking  the  truth  in  love.  Rev. 
Charles  O.  Screven,  ofSunbury,  de- 


livered the  charge,  and  Rev.  Adiel 
Sherwood,  of  Greensborough,  gave 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship. 

Ordained,  in  New-Bedford,  on  the 
25th  Dec.  last  to  the  pastoral  care  of  the 
Baptist  church  in  that  place,  the  Rev. 
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ORDINATIONS,  LITERARY  NOTICES,  &C. 


[March, 


Isaac  Chase.  Introductory  prayer,  by 
the  Rev  John  C  Welsh,  of  War-en, 
R.  I.  Sermon,  by  the  Rev.  Peter 
Ludlow,  of  Providence,  fro  n  2  Cor.  v. 
18. — Ind  hath  gi^en  to  us  the  minis- 
try of  recanciiiiitioru  Consecratintj 
prayer,  by  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Bii»g-s, 
of  Midd!eboro\  Charge,  by  the  flev. 
Isaac  Kimball,  of  Mi  Idleboro'.  Ri^ht 
hand  of  fellowship,  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
>Velsh.  Benedict!  in  by  the  candi- 
date. The  wcaUier  was  pleasant ; 
and  the  fulness  of  the  asse  mbly,  and 
solemnity  of  the  exercises,  rendered 
the  season  truly  interesting. 


DEDICATION  AND  INSTALLATION. 

The  pastor  of  fhe  Baptist  Church  in 
Fredonia,  N.  Y.  writ^-s,  Dec.  25,  1823— 
'•I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  informing 
you  that  our  Meeting;-house  is  finished 
and  complete.    It  was  solemnly  ded- 


icated to  the  service  of  Almighty  Go'd 
the  4th  inst  The  day  was  fine  and 
the  house  was  filled  to  overflowing^ ; 
it  was  truly  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
and  interesting  seasons  of  my  life. 
The  church  had  previously  resolved 
on  the  same  day  of  the  dedication, 
publicly  to  acknowledge  me  as  their 
Minister  in  the  ceremony  of  an  instal- 
lation. This  was  attended  to  in  the 
first  part  of  the  day.  Elder  Charles 
La-hatt  preached  on  the  occasion  from 
Acts  XX.  28.— Feed  the  flock  of 
God,"  &:c.  Elder  Asa  Turner  »ave 
the  charg-e.  Elder  Joy  Handy,  the 
former  minister  of  this  place,  g'ave  the 
ri^ht  hand  of  fellowship,  and  Elder 
Pearson  Crosby  addre.ssed  the  church 
and  congTc^^atio'ti.  Elder  Jonatnaa 
Blake  made  the  concluding-  prayer. 
After  a  short  recess,  I  delivered  the 
dedication  sermon  from  Gen.  xxviii. 
17 — ""  This  is  none  other  but  the 
house  of  God  a  copy  of  which  has 
been  since  requested  for  publication."" 


Literary 

In  the  press  and  icill  shortly  be  pub- 
lished by  Flagg  &  Gould,  Aivdover, 

A  GREEK  AND    ENGLISH  LEXICON  OF 

THE  NEW  TESTAMENT,  translated 
from  the  Latin  and  German  work  of 
M.  Clir.  Abr.  Wahl,  senior  minister 
of  Schneeberg.  Saxony.  From  the 
specimen  of  the  work  which  we  have 
examined,  as  well  as  from  the  recom- 
mendations which  accompany  the 
Prospectus,  we  believe  that  it  will  do 
more  towards  extending^  a  critical 
knowledge  of  the  New  Testament, 
than  any  book  which  has  yet  appear- 
ed from  the  American  press.  It  will 
be  as  learned  and  complete  a  lex- 
icon as  can  readily  be  found  in  any 
language,  and  being  in  English,  it  is 
accessible  to  all.  So  far  as  we  are 
able  to  judge  from  the  portion  we 
have  seen,  we  ran  most  cheerfully 
recommend  it  to  our  brethren  in  the 
ministry,  and  to  all  who  desire  a 
critical  knowledge  of  the  sacred 
text. 


JVoiices. 

A  HEBREW  AND  ENGLISH  LEXICOW 

of  the  Old  Testament,  including  the 
Biblical  Chaldee,  from  German  works 
of  Prof.  W.  Gesenius,  by  josiah  w. 
GIBBS,  A.  M.  Andover,  printed  at  the 
Codman  press,  by  Flagg-  &;  Gould, 
1824.  We  have,  as  yet,  had  no  op- 
portunity of  examining  this  work  crit- 
ically, but  we  know  enough  of  the 
character  of  the  original  author,  and 
of  the  learned  and  indefatigable  trans- 
lator, to  recommend  it  to  our  readers 
with  perfect  confidence.  Mr  Gibbs, 
has  not  only  translated  the  work  of 
Gesenius,  and  thus  placed  one  of  the 
most  valuable  Hebrew  Lexicons  in 
the  hands  of  English  readers,  but  he 
has,  in  many  respe  ts,  materially  im- 
proved the  German  work.  The 
Greek  Lexicon^  of  Wahl,  and  the  He- 
brew Lexicon  of  Gibbs,  with  the  He- 
brew Grammar  of  Prof.  Stewart,  will 
now  render  ministers  almost  inexcu- 
sable who  do  not  possess  a  comoetent 
knov/ledge  of  the  original  languages 
of  the  Scriptures. 


Moneys  received  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Evangelical  Tract  Society. 

1824.  Jan.  Donation  from  the  Salem  Fem  Aux.  Tract  Society,        -  10,00 
From  Mrs.  Valentine,  a  member  of  the  Bap.  church  in  Charlestown, 

to  constitute  her  Pastor,  the  Rev.  Henry  Jackson,  a  life  member,  10,00 
From  the  ladies  of  the  First  Baptist  Society  in  Haverhill,  to  consti- 
tute the  Rev.  George  Keely,  a  life  member,       ...  10,00 

HEMAxV  LINCOLN,  Treas. 


To  Correspondents. 
and  several  other  articles,  are,  from  necessity,  deferred  to  our  next. 


DATE  DUE 


